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A Hymn of Praise 
By Ida A. Guirey 


7E THANK Thee and we praise 
W Thee, Lord, 

For all Thy gifts upon us poured; 

For daily mercies falling free, 
Unnumbered blessings yet to be. 


We thank Thee that Thy presence still 
Supports us, that Thy holy will 

Our ceaseless aspiration seeks, 

That usto us Thy Spirit speaks. 


Thou hast not failed us in the fight, 
Nor let us wander in the night 
Alone, without a guiding star 
To show us where Thy pathways are, 


We thank Thee for the love that gave 
Thine only Son our souls to save— 
For all Thy wondrous works and ways 
We offer gratitude and praise. 
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Have We Seen the Best in Life? 


Are there better things ahead for 
the Christian even in this life? Cer- 
tainly there are, and to conclude that 
there are not i@ to give way to a de- 
featist attitude. Undoubtedly there are 
many trials still before us, and some may 
be more severe than any we have so 
far encountered. Our bodies may fail 
and our memories become faulty, but 
God still has new spiritual blessings for 
all His people who will be on the alert 


and look earnestly for them. None has 
yet found the last nugget of gold in the 
deep mine of God’s Word, nor learned 
the last lesson in prayer, nor fully 
plumbed the depths of God’s love and 
grace. Sometimes we can learn whole- 
some lessons from the buoyant, expectant 
spirit of men of the world. Here, for 
instance, is a cheerful item in a release 
sent to editors by the Du Pont Company: 
“Brighter, Healthier Future—The best 
of our ‘laboratory miracles’ are yet to 
come, Says Better Living, Du Pont Com- 
pany’s employee publication, in a report 
on the ‘unfinished business’ of research 
work. Scientific research, left free and 
unfettered, offers the best opportunity 
for filling U. S. future needs and wants. 
Scientists are working toward great im- 
provements in health, food, housing, 
transportation, and clothing.” Everyone 
who has new life in Christ is a “labora- 
tory” for God’s miracles, and there is 
not one in whom there is not some “un- 
finished business,” which God can com- 
plete as we yield ourselves unreservedly 
into His hands. Who does not wish that 
he could learn better how to hold his 
tongue, how to be patient and thankful 
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under all circumstances, how to be more 
unselfish and genuinely thoughtful of 
others? If the desire is there, it is a 
good thing, and God is there to meet it 
He is willing and able to work new 
“laboratory miracles” for all who trust 
Him. As Robert Browning wrote: 

Grow old along with me! 

The best is yet to be, 

The last of life, for which the first was 

made 

Our times are in His hand. 
“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he 
is a new creature: old things are passed 
away; behold, all things are become 
new” (2 Cor. 5:17). This is the ideal 
for the believer, his position in Christ; 
and only His grace can make it a reality 
in practice in every department of life. 
It will not do to excuse ourselves for 
some fault by saying, “It is just my 
nature,” for Christ “gave himself for us, 
that. he might redeem us from all in- 
iquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar 
people, zealous of good works” (Titus 
2:14). Surely God is as ready to say to 
us as He was to Israel, “I will ... do 
better unto you than at your beginnings: 
and ye shall know that I am the Lord” 
(Ezek. 36:11). 


% 


ll. Ferment in French Catholicism 


An editorial by Ernest Gordon 


In an earlier article on the New Ref- 
ormation I quoted M. Béart to the effect 
that two thousand French priests had 
in late years left the Church of Rome. 
This was doubted by some readers. So 
I reported back to M. Béart. He writes 
me: 

“I can guarantee this statement. The 
French Protestant publication Réforme 
has put the figure at 3,500, but it must 
be understood that this does not mean 
priests who have joined the evangelical 
churches. They are of all types. Many 
have lost their faith; others seek it. Only 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“The name of the Lord is a 
strong tower: the righteous run- 
neth into it, and is safe” (Prov. 
18:10). 




















a small fraction have experienced real 
conversion—about a hundred. Of these 
last, some twenty have entered into vari- 
ous evangelical churches in France as 
pastors, evangelists, or teachers. Every 
week I receive letters from priests who 
are leaving the Church of Rome. The 
crisis is really growing. I should add 
that, in the course of recent weeks, the 
letters have been extremely encourag- 
ing, for they deal with priests who are 
on the right way and who all appear to 
wish to serve the Lord faithfully in 
evangelical churches.”—E, G. 


ANGEL BEART is publishing 

M quarterly documents of the 
@ present-day Reformation move- 

ment, the first being his French trans- 
lation of Dr. Padrosa’s “Why I Have Left 
Catholicism.” They are proposed to 
bring “witness and encouragement to 
those numerous souls who are troubled 


f GOODWYN INSTITUTE 


( 





(2) 


926 


and suffering unrest in the Roman In- 
stitution.” Note that M. Bérat does not 
use the word “church.” 

“That there is a crisis in Catholicism 
is patent. They have long sought to con- 
ceal it, but that is no longer possible.” 
He calls attention to Pius XII’s En- 
cyclical, Humani generis, August 22, 
1950, in which the Pope condemns two 
tendencies diametrically opposed. One 
is the resurgence of Modernism, already 
condemned by Pius X; the other, the 
return to Scripture as sole and sovereign 
authority, rejecting tradition. “This lat- 
ter is a happy revival such as the Holy 
Spirit awakens at times, during the cen- 
turies, in the Institution itself, although 
more often outside of it.” 

“Some of those at whom the Encycli- 
cal is aimed, whose understanding has 
been awakened by the recovery of the 
Word of God, still think that the In- 
stitution can be awakened from within 
and strive courageously, heroically for 
a return to the sources, or rather to the 
Unique Source. We follow their efforts 
with sympathy, but believe them vain 
and will prove it. Already the best of 
these men are spied on, suspected, de- 
nounced as heretics. No, the Institu- 
tion will not let itself be reformed save 
in a few diplomatic changes in the Ro- 
man Curia, somé modifications of rubric, 
or in the disappearance of some out- 
moded ecclesiastical garment. . . . The 
wind of the Spirit does not blow over 
the Seven Hills. 

“Others hesitate on the edge of rup- 
ture, not knowing where to go. They 
have so often heard from seminary 
chairs, high and low, that whoever leaves 
Rome winds up in unbelief in the faith 
of Christ. They have so often had waved 
before them the scarecrow of Protes- 
tant rationalism, the inevitable erosion 
of Protestantism, and the contemptible 
rubble of Protestant sects, each more 
ridiculous than the preceding. They ask, 
therefore, whether outside of Rome 
(with its fallacious and _ totalitarian 
unity) anything coherent and stable can 
exist. 

“To all these, without forgetting the 
sorrowful ones who have lost their way, 
shepherds in the fog, our essays will 
explain that outside the Roman Insti- 
tution, one can keep, or rather redis- 
cover, authentic faith in the Redeemer 
Christ; that the ‘wind bloweth where it 
listeth.’ 

“We say distinctly that we are ih line 
with authentic tradition and if we have 
ceased to say Roman Catholic (a con- 
tradiction in terms), we.remain Christian 
Catholics and accept without reserve the 
great doctrinal affirmations of the Nicean 
and Athanasian Creeds. 

“We add that the spirit of these essays 
will be irenic. We always distinguish 


between the Institution and men, those 
men who often, in spite of the Institu- 
tion, serve Christ and our common Lord 
and whom we love as brethren. 
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“To those who seek, to those who hesi- 
tate, to the most unhappy, those who 
have lost their way, we say, ‘Come and 
see’ (John 1:39). 

“Yes, the wind bloweth where it list- 
eth, and tomorrow for you, in the Liv- 
ing Church, it will blow with might and 
tongues of fire will appear.” 

So does this reformer value the out- 
wardly divided yet inwardly united spir- 
itual Church of Christ. So is the Prot- 
estant World Conglomeration Council, 
by implication, disregarded, not to speak 
of Anglican clericalism. At the end of 
this book is a bibliography. 

He first commends Stalker’s “Life of 
Jesus Christ”; then his “Life of St. Paul” 
(both procurable in French from their 
translator, Mme. Guy, Nimes). 

Next, Reuben Torrey’s “How To Pray,” 
and “Himself,” by A. B. Simpson; “Pe- 
tites Lumiéres,” by Georges Steinberger; 
“Biblical Lights,” by J. E. Church; René 
Pache: “Oecumenisme,” “L’Enfer existe- 
t-il?” “Le Retour de Jesus Christ”; 
Broadbent: “The Pilgrim Church,” Se- 
cretan, “Baptism of Believers or Baptism 
of Infants?” and others. Noteworthy is 
it that in his prospectus for future num- 
bers are mentioned contributions from 
Levi Petrus (writing on “The Wind 
Bloweth”), pastor of the great Pente- 
costal Tabernacle in Stockholm; and 
“Ministers in the Faithful Church of 
Jesus,” by Mr. Blomgren, apparently an- 
other of the same Swedish connections. 

M. Béart introduces his translation of 
Father Padrosa’s book with a letter from 
the author. It is as follows: 

“It is with profound joy that I see the 
publication in French of the most sincere 
pages of my life, those which I have 
written in moments of great loneliness 
and of the most intense emotion through 
which I have ever passed. 

“My very numerous friends will change 
into bitter enemies. They will break 
all relations with me, wili accuse me of 
sacrilege, apostasy, treason. 

“My own family will not recognize my 
conversion. They will be ashamed of 
their Name since I bear it. 

“The Catholic Church will pronounce 
against me and against my book the 
severest excommunication. 

“It was in those moments, on the eve 
of my departure for abroad, when I was 
without work, without asylum, without 
friends, but overflowing with joy and 
inner peace, that I wrote the chapters of 
this little book. Now, with all the af- 
fection of my heart, I dedicate it to my 
brethren in Christ in the lands of the 
French tongue. Buenos Aires, 16th Sept., 
1952.” 

In another passage Father’ Padrosa 
speaks of the ignoble calumnies which 
broke over him when he went over to 
evangelical Christianity: 

“T have in my hands a series of articles 
in which I am treated as a Judas, a crim- 
inal, a libertine, a knave,. 

“They said of me that I was evilly liv- 
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ing, that the Superiors of the Order 
were planning to expel me, and that I 
took flight and broke the most sacred 
obligations in order to fprestall expul- 
sion.” 

So he wrote to his Superior explain- 
ing his motives, and adding: 

“When you read this letter you will 
seek to dissuade me. It is wholly use- 
less. Further, heart trouble will not 
allow me to undergo the deep emotion 
which an interview would entail. The 
decision is irrevocable, but I ask that you 
may later correspond with me on the 
plane of friendship.” 

In his reply, the Provincial Father 
made no slightest allusion to the re- 
proaches and slanders hurled at Dr. Pad- 
rosa. Instead he wrote: 

“It is with deep grief that I write you, 
as you may well believe. This morning, 
in reading yours of the 3lst, I was as 
one annihilated, without reaction, wholly 
unable to give you an immediate reply. 
So, in order to brace myself and to con- 
sider, I have asked the bearer of your 
letter to return-at six P.M... .” 

This suffices to make clear that Dr. 
Padrosa’s superiors held him in high es- 
teem and that his expulsion was the last 
thing they were meditating. 

“If some suspect that I was enticed by 
Protestants, let them know that nothing 
was ever offered me and that three 
months after leaving Spain I had found 
neither work nor lodging. I carried with 
me from Spain only my clothes and my 
books and lived the first months on the 
charity of my evangelical brethren. Only 
the fear of God moved me and the pro- 
found convictions following long years 
of study and reflection, 

“I wish to give one counsel and only 
one to those who desire to possess the 
truth. Read as often as possible the 
Holy Gospel and the Epistles. You will 


(Continued on page 941) 








Notes on Open Letters 


A Correction 

In reading Dr. Seville’s story of 
Charles Chiniquy, in the issue of Sep- 
tember 26th, I read he was born July 
30, 1809. 

In the issue of October 3rd, I read he 
was only thirteen years old when he 
entered college in 1829. 

It would seem to me he would have 
been twenty years old when he entered 
college. 

This story, I am sure, will be read 
by many, so I am anxious the question 
should be made clear.—A Pennsylvania 
reader. 

The date, 1829, was a typographical 
error. Charles Chiniquy was born July 
30, 1809, as Dr. Seville said in his first 
article, and he was thirteen years old 
when he entered the College of Nicolet 
in 1822, 
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IV. In Old and New Jerusalem 


Visiting the Place of a Skull and the Garden Tomb 





length we arrived in the city of 

Jerusalem. We went directly to 
the American Church Home, where our 
dear friends, the Rev. and Mrs. M. G. 
Griebenow, had a delicious meal await- 
ing our party, 

Since their coming to Israel, Mr. and 
Mrs. Griebenow have been helping most 
heartily in receiving from our campaign 
many thousands of New Testaments in 
Hebrew and other languages, and in dis- 
tributing them to missionaries and Chris- 
tian workers to give to Jewish people 
throughout the land. They have also 
been most kind in receiving shipments 
of thousands of our Hebrew Bibles for 
placing in schools and libraries in Israel. 

Mr. Griebenow is pastor of the Ameri- 
can Church in Jerusalem, and is chair- 
man of the Christian and Missionary 
Alliance work in Israel. They kindly 
invited Mrs. Davis and me to stay with 
them during the time we would be in 
Jerusalem, 


Dice had fallen when at 


Relaxed Restrictions at Easter Time 


It was shortly before Easter when our 
party arrived in Jerusalem. Our friends, 
the Pollocks, and we also were eager to 
spend Easter Sunday in old Jerusalem, 
visiting the Garden Tomb on the anni- 
versary of that glorious resurrection day. 
Usually it is quite difficult to get from 
Jewish-held new Jerusalem to the Arab- 
possessed old Jerusalem. But at Christ- 
mas and Easter seasons the strict regula- 
tions are set aside, and parties of tourists 
and others, .who have made applica- 
tion in advance, are enabled to secure 
visas, and to visit the old city of Jeru- 
salem and Bethlehem and other points 
of interest in the Jordan kingdom, held 
by the Arabs. This special visa is good 
for several days until the tourist returns 
to Israel. 

With hearts full of praise to God, we 
left Jewish Jerusalem a little before 
9 am. on that memorable Easter Sun- 
day morning. When we arrived in “no 
man’s land,” between the two cities, we 
had to present our passports to the Jew- 
ish authorities as we left new Jerusalem 
in Israel; and then, a little beyond, we 
presented them to the Arab officials as 
we came into old Jerusalem in the Arab- 
held Jordan kingdom. But all the pro- 
ceedings went through smoothly, and 
soon the five persons in our party were 
in a taxi en route to the American Col- 
ony Hostel, in old Jerusalem. 


We had only been at the hostel a few 
moments when we saw a missionary who 
is working among the Arabs in Trans- 
jordan, and whom we had come to know 
during one of our previous visits to 
what was then “Palestine.” We told him 


Just as Mr. and Mrs. Davis and their 
friends visited the old and new sec- 
tions of the famous city, so they also 
saw scenes that are familiar to all 
Bible students as well as some curios- 
ities and new discoveries. Mr. Davis’s 
description of a mustard tree that is 
growing today is a remarkable illus- 
tration of the amazing growth from a 
small seed. He also saw some of the 
seventy-seven Old Testament scrolls 
which have recently been found near 
the Dead Sea. This is the fourth 
article in his series of twelve on 
“Sowing God's Word in Israel Today.” 








of our desire to visit the Garden Tomb. 
He very kindly drove us there in his car 
and left us, as he had a preaching serv- 
ice in old Jerusalem that morning. He 
told us to ask for the curator of the 
tomb, Dr, May, so that he might show 
us around the Garden. 

We shall never forget our visit to the 
Garden Tomb on that beautiful Easter 
Sunday morning. The curator of the 
tomb was very kind in showing us places 
of interest in the Garden. He took us 
first to a point where we could see, quite 
near at hand, the “Place of a Skull,” 
and we were reminded of the words: 

“And he bearing his cross went forth 
into a place called the place of a skull, 
which is called in the Hebrew Golgotha, 
where they crucified him, and two other 
with him, on either side one, and Jesus 
in the midst” (John 19:17, 18). 


The big, rocky cliff is indeed very 
much like a skull. One can see qugte 


plainly the two big hollows in the rock, 
like eyes, and a piece of stone somewhat 
resembling a nose, and then lower down 
a crack in the stone cliff like a closed 
mouth. It is remarkable that the Place 
of a Skull is still there until this very 
day, doubtless much as it was nearly two 
thousand years ago. 

After we had looked about in the Gar- 
den, and had seen the ancient wine press 
where the grapes of the vintage used 
to be trodden out, the curator led us to 
the Garden Tomb itself. By this time 
other visitors had gathered, and we all 
entered the tomb. The curator stood 
before the company, near the place 
where our Lord’s body had doubtless 
lain, and gave us a very interesting lec- 
ture on the authenticity of the tomb. 
He stated that when the British General 
Gordon (“Chinese Gordon,” as he was 
often called, because of his notable work 
for the British Empire in China) visited 
Palestine in 1882, he was deeply inter- 
ested in seeking to discover the true site 
of the burial place of our Lord. 

General Gordon began to make exca- 


By GEORGE T. B. DAVIS 


vations in that immediate area. From 
his reading of the Bible he felt sure 
that the tomb of our Lord must have 
been very near the Place of a Skull. 
(See John 19:41, 42.) He sank shaft 
after shaft into the debris that had ac- 
cumulated throughout the centuries, and 
at last came upon the present tomb, 
hewn out of the solid rock of the hill- 
side. The tomb was surrounded by what 
was found to have been an ancient gar- 
den with its stone vat for treading out 
the grapes. 

General Gordon felt certain that at 
last he had discovered the true place of 
our Lord’s burial. 

As this tomb evidently fulfilled all the 
conditions of the Bible narrative, the 
Garden and the rock-hewn tomb were 
purchased in 1890 by contributions gath- 
ered from many Christians in Great 
Britain. Today the Garden is kept in 
excellent condition, and the curator ex- 
plains everything very clearly to visitors 
from all parts of the world. On that 
Easter Sunday morning, as we stood 
within the Garden Tomb itself, the 
curator declared that practically all the 
leading archaeologists now agree that 
the present Garden Tomb is doubtless 
the authentic site of our Lord’s burial. 
And, praise God, from -the tomb, He 
arose victorious over death! Death could 
not hold Him! 

Following the lecture in the Garden 
Tomb, our party came out and sat on 
a bench facing the tomb. .One of our 
number read the last few verses of John 
19, and all of chapter 20. Then our 
party united in singing praises to God 
for the glorious resurrection of our risen 
and glorified Redeemer, 


More O. T. Manuscripts Discovered 


Before our party arrived in the old 
city we had heard of the new archaeolog- 
ical discovery of more ancient Bible 
manuscripts near the Dead Sea. It is 
reported that the discovery consisted of 
seventy-seven Old Testament scrolls, in- 
cluding thirty-eight manuscripts, con- 
taining nineteen complete books of the 
Old Testament. The discoveries were 
made at Khirbet Kimran, northwest of 
the Dead Sea, in some forty caves, where 
the manuscripts had been hidden many 
centuries ago. 

It is said that the village near which 
most of the scrolls and manuscripts were 
found “was destroyed 2,000 years ago 
by the Romans, and that the inhabitants 
had hidden the Holy Books in the caves, 
after carefully wrapping part of them in 
cloth, and putting others into earthen 
or copper pots.” Part of the new dis- 
covery is in the Rockefeller Museum in 
the old city of Jerusalem, and part in 
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Amman, the capital of the Jordan Gov- 
ernment. 

The day after Easter, Mrs. Davis and 
I visited the Rockefeller Museum in old 
Jerusalem, and had the privilege of see- 
ing some of the bits of the ancient manu- 
scripts, and two copper scrolls on which 
Aramaic writing is seen. These copper 
scrolls are said to be of great value. It 
will of course be a considerable time 
before the archaeologists can decipher 
the ancient pieces to ascertain their 
actual value in the field of Bible dis- 
coveries. 

While we were in the old city it was 
a real pleasure to renew acquaintance 
with a Christian businessman from Swe- 
den, who has lived in Jerusalem for 
many years. In 1937 we visited his home 
in Jerusalem and throughout the years 
I have remembered a mustard tree that 
he had in his garden. (See Matt. 13: 
31, 32.) 

During this latest visit, my Swedish 
friend showed me a very remarkable 
thing—two branches of a mustard tree, 
each eight or ten feet high, growing 
right out of a stone wall on one side of 
his garden. And, marvel of marvels, 
the root of the two branches, which was 
about an inch in diameter, had pushed 
the big stone up a bit out of its place 
in the wall! 

My friend explained to me that a mus- 
tard seed is about one-third the size of 
a pinhead. One of those very small 
mustard seeds had evidently lodged in 
a crevice in the wall. One could see no 
soil there, but as the seed was watered 
by the rain it somehow took root and 
began to grow—and now behold there 
was a root an inch in diameter lifting up 
the stone, and the branches were grow- 
ing right up toward the sky out of the 
stone wall! What a commentary on the 
words of our Lord in Matthew 17:20: 
“Verily I saw unto you, If ye have faith 
as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall 
say unto this mountain, Remove hence 
to yonder place; and it shall remove; 
and nothing shall be impossible unto 
you.” 

During our stay in the kingdom of 
Jordan, our friends, the Pollocks, were 
glad to visit Bethlehem and Jacob’s Well 
and other places of interest in the Jor- 
dan kingdom. Then our party returned 
to the new city of Jerusalem, which is 
the capital of the’State of Israel. Here 
we had delightful times of fellowship 
and interesting conferences with Hebrew 
Christians and missionaries who are co- 
operating in the spread of God’s Word. 
, A consecrated Hebrew Christian mis- 
sionary in Jerusalem, who had formerly 
labored among the Jews in Europe, said: 
“The thirst of the Jews in Israel for the 
Word of God is very great. The New 
Testaments that are being distributed 
are like powerful keys that are opening 
the hearts of the Jewish people to see 
the truth. As never before, Jewish peo- 
ple, young and old, are asking for New 
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Testaments. Many of them are coming 
to my little dwelling place, asking for 
New Testaments, and desiring to be in- 
structed in the Word of God. Some of 
these inquirers have accepted Chfist as 
their personal Saviour after I have ex- 
plained to them the Word of God.” 

This Jewish missionary related to us 
some interesting experiences in leading 
Jewish people to Christ, saying: “Some 
time ago a Jewish man came to my home 
and asked for the Word of God. I gave 
him a copy of the Prophecy Edition of 
the New Testament. Later he asked for 
a copy of the entire Bible. Realizing 
his deep interest, I gave him a complete 
Hebrew Bible containing both the Old 
and the New Testaments. He was very 
grateful, and promised to read the Bible 
faithfully. Just recently this same man 
came toany home again, and, with a long- 
ing heart, he knelt down and accepted 
the Lord Jesus Christ as his personal 
Saviour. With tears he asked forgive- 
ness for his sins in the name of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

“But that was not the end. A few 
days later he brought his wife to my 
home. She was a dear sweet soul, and 
so ready for the Kingdom of God! Cry- 
ing like a child, she, too, knelt down 
and asked forgiveness for her sins, and 
accepted Christ as her Saviour and Mes- 
siah.” 

This same consecrated missionary also 
told us of a remarkable experience she 
had recently while she was visiting a 
friend in Tel Aviv. “I was visiting a 
Jewish lady who is not saved,” she said, 
“but who has always been very friendly 
to me, and who has shown real interest 
in my witnessing for the Lord. When I 
visited her home recently I found five 
or six Jewish women there who were 
from different countries. Among them 
Was a young woman from Soviet Russia. 
She said that in Russia the churches 
have been turned into clubs, and so the 
people do not have much opportunity 
to hear about God. Suddenly one of the 
women present asked me to tell them how 
I became a Christian, and why I be- 
lieved in Christ. I gladly gave my testi- 
mony, but it aroused much opposition. 
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Some of the women present began to 
shout. They said there was no God. 
They asked why Hitler had killed .so 
many children, and why six million Jews 
had perished. 

“As I sat there I saw it was impossible 
for me to stop their noise and their 
cries. At length, led, as I believe, by the 
Holy Spirit, I leaned my head against 
the wall of the room and began to sing 
about the Lord Jesus Christ. 

“As I sang the Gospel hymn it seemed 
as if a miracle occurred. The shouting 
ceased, and there was silence. The 
silence gave me the opportunity I needed 
to explain to them, with love and joy, 
the way of salvation. 

“After I had explained the way of sal- 
vation to them the best I could, I went 
into the next room, shut the door, and 
sat down and bowed my head in silent 
prayer. While I was there the door 
opened, and the young woman from Rus- 
sia entered. She said: ‘You have ac- 
complished your mission today. I want 
to follow this way. I want to accept 
Jesus as my Saviour and teach my little 
son also in this way.’ Then she began 
to confess her sins and asked me what 
she should do. 

“I told her to ask forgiveness for her 
sins in the name of Jesus, and to ask 
the Lord Jesus to cleanse her through 
His precious blood. I told her He would 
save her, and she would find peace and 
joy, and become a new creature in 
Christ. 

“I prayed a short prayer for her and 
she began to weep. She promised that 
she would pray and accept Christ in 
her own room. 

“When the other women had gone, my 
Jewish friend, to whose home I had 
come, turned to me and said, ‘There has 
been salvation in this house today. A 
lost soul has been saved!’” 

During our stay in Jerusalem, this 
Hebrew-Christian missionary led others 
also to the Lord. Among them were some 
French-speaking Jews from Morocco. 
Truly, the Holy Spirit is working won- 
drously in the land of Israel today! 

(To be continued) 


V. Charles Chiniquy, Faithful to the End 


His final declaration of faith, and the tribute paid him by both Protestants and Catholics 


N JANUARY 10, 1899, six days be- 

fore his death, Dr, Chiniquy made 
a declaration of his faith, signed by him- 
self, by a notary public, and by a phys- 
ician, stating seven reasons why he could 
never return to the Roman Catholic 
Church. The last paragraph indicates 
that his confession of faith was meant 
to be conclusive evidence of his loyal, 
loving adherence to the Protestantism he 
had found embedded in the Bible. 
“It is my wish and desire that pub- 
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licity be given to this my declaration 
of faith, and to that end I hereby in- 
struct and appoint my son-in-law, the 
Rev. Joseph L. Morin, of said city of 
Montreal, minister of the Gospel, to 
cause these presents to be published in 
the newspapers of the French and Eng- 
lish languages as he may think best, and 
to take such other means for the publi- 
cation thereof as in his opinion may be 
advisable. I also hereby instruct him to 
forward a duly certified copy hereof to 
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the Roman Catholic archbishop of Mont- 
real, for the time being, at the time of 
my death.” 

Dr. Charles Hodge, the great theo- 
logian, once set forth two views of the 
Roman Catholic Church. The one was 
that the Romish Church teaches serious 
error, that it is from its nature hostile 
to civil and religious liberty, and there- 
fore it is wrong to give it any support 
or encouragement. The other was that 
the Roman Church teaches enough truth 
to save the souls of men, it proclaims 
the divine authority of the Scriptures, 
and exhorts men to worship Christ as 
the Saviour of men, and therefore is 
“unspeakably better than no church at 
all.” Dr. Hodge himself took the latter 
view, and was criticized and answered 
in a lengthy letter by Dr. Chiniquy. 


No Single Truth Kept Intact 


In answer to the claim that the Church 
of Rome teaches enough truth to save 
the souls of men, Dr. Chiniquy testifies: 
“After twenty-five years of experience 
and study as a priest of Rome, I do not 
know a single truth which that apostate 
church has kept intact and unmixed 
with the most diabolical and damnable 
errors.” As an example he cites the doc- 
trine of transubstantiation, which has led 
to the “sacrilegious and idolatrous sac- 
rifice of the mass, the worship of the 
wafer-god.” 

Secondly, Dr. Hodge’s assertion that 
Rome proclaims the divine authority of 
the Bible has this answer: “When Rome 
speaks of the Word of God, the Holy 
Scriptures, she means the Scriptures 
transmitted through the written and un- 
written tradition. She means the Apoc- 
rypha, purgatory, celibacy, absolution, 
mass, holy water, works of supereroga- 
tion, worship of Mary, imfallibility, and 
so forth. . , . There are two things that 
Rome hates with an implacable hatred. 
They are the Bible and liberty. At any 
cost, Rome is bound to fight down these 
two things till they are completely de- 
stroyed. But the more she hates our 
dear Bible and our own glorious liberty, 
the more she conceals her hatred under 
the most deceptive words and the most 
fictitious demonstrations of love and re- 
spect.” 

What about the third claim? Do the 
Romanists teach Christ as the alone Sav- 
iour of men? Dr. Chiniquy’s answer is: 

“The apostate Church of Rome has, 
long since, forsaken and forgotten the 
real divine Christ of the Gospel, and has 
forged another christ to suit her pride, 
her lust, and her unquenchable thirst 
for power and human glory. ... The 
Church of Rome calls her christ ‘the 
Saviour of the world.’ It is mockery. 
For, the very moment she has called 
Christ ‘the Saviour of the world,’ she 
goes to Mary and calls her, also, ‘the 
saviour of the world.’ Rome says most 
eloquently in many of her books that 
Jesus is the hope, the refuge, the sal- 
vation of sinners. . . . Turn the page 
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and you will see that, with still more 
eloquence, she calls Mary ‘the only hope, 
refuge, and salvation of sinners—the door 
of heaven.’ . . . No! the christ of Rome, 
with his hatred of liberty, his constant 
obstruction of human progress, his in- 
fallible Pope, his holy inquisitions, his 
hatred of the Bible, cannot be the true 
Christ. It is an old, false god, smuggled 
by the Pope from the Pantheon of Rome, 
presented to the world under the name 
of Christ.” 

This very brief outline of Dr. Chini- 
quy’s experienced criticism of Dr. 
Hodge’s view may be used to help cor- 
rect the well-meaning but ignorant tol- 
erance of some Protestants who have not 
learned the lessons of history, but, in- 
stead, willfully forget Romanism’s proud 
boast, “Rome is ever the same.” 

The introduction to the book, “Forty 
Years in the Church of Christ,” is a char- 
acter sketch of Charles Chiniquy, drawn 
by the Rev. Principal D. H. MacVicar, 
D.D., LL.D., his close friend and col- 
league in Montreal for twenty-five years. 
After writing briefly of the apostle of 
temperance, he calls attention to the 
change in attitude of the people of Mon- 
treal toward the “apostle of French 
evangelization.” 

When, in 1874, Chiniquy became the 
champion of British rights and liberties 
in Montreal, the French Protestant 
church in which he was speaking was 
surrounded by a mop of a thousand 
priest-incited, would-be assassins, who 
smashed the windows of the church and 
sought to kill “the apostate Chiniquy”; 
but an exchange of fur coats and caps 
with a friend provided a disguise suffi- 
cient to enable him to pass unrecognized 
through the crowd. 

“The determination was to let the mul- 
titudes of French people who desired to 
hear the Gospel do so, and thus to vin- 
dicate and secure for all the right of free 
Speech. It was rough and even danger- 
ous work. We retained the services of 
over thirty policemen every night inside 
and outside the church. We were often 
followed in the streets, and treated to 
showers of stones, by thousands who 
shouted, ‘Kill Chiniquy!’ 

A Blessed Contrast 

“But what a contrast to these turbulent 
scenes appeared on our streets and in 
Erskine Church on the 19th of January 
(1899). More than ten thousand French 
Roman Catholics, and Protestants of all 
nationalities, lined the streets or moved 
in the solemn, silent procession that bore 
his remains to the church. At least four 
thousand, chiefly French Roman Cath- 
olics, during the three days, reverently 
entered the home of Father Chiniquy 
and looked upon his calm and peaceful 
face, silent in death. Some fell upon 


their knees by the corpse and wept, ex-. 


claiming, ‘How wicked we were to have 
stoned the dear old servant of Christ.’ 
What a change!” 

On the Sunday following the funeral, 
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a memorial service was held in that same 
church. The sermon was preached by 
the Rev. A. L. Mowatt, from Paul’s 
words to Timothy: “I have fought the 
good fight, I have finished my course, I 
have kept the faith: henceforth there 
is laid up for me a crown of righteous- 
ness.” In closing he said: “Oh, great 
Chiniquy, we shall not soon see thy like 
again. Thou wast a greater man than 
we knew, a mightier force for good than 
we realized... . Fare thee well, apostle 
of French evangelization, till the day 
when it will be ours to greet thee in 
Glory to come, shining amid the shining 
ones near the throne.” 


The Testimony of His Presbytery 


The Presbytery of Montreal of the 
Canadian Presbyterian Church met on 
March 14, 1899, and adopted unanimously 
a Suitable minute on his death. After 
mentioning his successful labors in the 
Church of Rome and his blessed ministry 
for forty years in the Presbyterian 
Church, the minute continued: 

“His unfaltering faith in the Scriptures 
of the Old and New Testaments as the 
only infallible rule of faith and prac- 
tice, his intense iove of his French com- 
patriots, his burning missionary zeal, his 
heroism in fighting the battles of truth 
and freedom, and his persuasive elo- 
quence on the platform and in the pulpit, 
were conspicuously recognized in the 
Old and New World, as well as in New 
Zealand and Australia. His labors to 
the close of his long life were most abun- 
dantly fruitful, being mainly directed to 
the enlightenment of his French Cana- 
dian countrymen, among whom he was 
spared to see that signal growth of a 
spirit of toleration and great advance- 
ment in their enjoyment of the blessings 
of the Gospel and in the exercise of 
their civil and religious rights as citi- 
zens of the British Empire. In his nine- 
tieth year he peacefully fell asleep in 
Jesus, trusting Him as the only Saviour 
and Mediator between God and man.” 

The reading of the lives of Dr. Charles 
Chiniquy and other men of God im- 
presses us with the need of obeying more 
earnestly the injunction, “that ye be not 
sluggish, but imitators of them who 

(Continued on page 940) 





Books mentioned in Dr. Seville’s series on 
Dr. Chiniquy are: 

“Fifty Years in the Church of Rome.” By 
Charles Chiniquy. D.D. (Christ's Mission, 27 
E. 22nd Street, New York 10; $3.75.) 

“The Gift,” a 16-page condensation of one 
chapter in “Fifty Years in the Church of 
Rome.” May be had from the Continental 
Press, 125 N. 8th Street, Philadelphia 6, at 
5 cents each, or $1 for 33. 

“Forty Years in the Church of Christ.” By 
Charles Chiniquy, D.D. (Fleming H. Revell 
Go., Westwood, N. J., now out'of print.) 

“The Priest, the Woman, and the Confes- 
sional.” By Charles Chiniquy, D.D. (Christ's 
Mission, 27 E. 22nd Street, New York 10; $1.) 

“The New Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia of 
Religious Knowledge,” Vol. II. (Baker Book 
House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., 13 vols., $4.50 
each.) 
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A 4000-Year-Old Skeleton at Dothan 


Does it point to child sacrifices by the Canaanites? 


HE science of archaeology, in addi- 

tion to corroborating and illuminating 
the Bible at innumerable specific points, 
makes many other contributions to our 
understanding of the Scriptures. One of 
these is the illumination that archaeology 
throws on daily life in Bible times. With 
what did the people of Old Testament 
times cook? How did they make their 
pottery? What did they use for imple- 
ments? How did they weave? 

Light on all of these activities, and 
many more, came from our first season 
of excavating at the site of ancient Do- 
than. Light on ancient cooking was 
furnished by the discovery of the re- 
mains of many cooking pots, a number 
from the Tron I Period (1200 900 B.C.) and 
the Iron II Period (900-600 B.C.). These 
give us a definite idea of the type of 
utensil used three thousand years ago in 
the days of David, Solomon, and Elisha. 
They were round, bowl-like vessels, 
eight, ten, or twelve inches in diameter, 
skaped something like a pumpkin, with 
an opening in the top averaging from 
four to six inches in diameter. Invari- 
ably they were blackened by long use 
over the fire. At tre top of the slope 
(in Area D-4),! Mr. Kelsey found a 
thick layer of ashes, probably the cook- 
area of a kitchen, and, still resting on 
the bed of ashes, after some three thou- 
sand years, a small bow] approximately 
five inches in diameter. Possibly a siege 
of the city interrupted the preparation 
of a meal three millennia ago, and we 
recovered the evidence of the prepara- 
tion of a meal just at that time. 

Light on weaving came from a num- 
ber of loom weights we discovered. At 
the top of the slope, in the subareas, 
which later proved to be just inside the 
great city wall, we recovered some eight- 
een such weights. They are about the 
size, though not quite the shape, of a 
pear, and have a hole through the top 
for attaching the thread or yarn. They 
were used in ancient weaving to hold 
the threads of the loom with sufficient 
tension to enable the weaver to carry 
on his weaving with ease and speed. 





Flint Blades From All Periods 

E FOUND dozens of beautifully 

made flint knife blades and saw 
blades from two to four inches long. 
Many of them date from the period 3000 
to 2000 B.C. (Early Bronze Age), and 
many date from later periods, including 
specimens from the latest periods of civ- 
ilization.of which we have found evi- 
dence on the tell, namely, Iron I and II 
(1200-600 B.C.). Sometimes it is erro- 
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neously assumed that flint was used only 
in early periods, and that, if you find 
flint implements, it points to a period 
many thousands or even hundreds of 
thousands of years ago. On the contrary, 
we found them in every period, down 
to the latest phases of Iron Age evi- 
denced on the tell. 

We found a number of bronze blades 
and spearheads, and even an ancient 
type of safety pin, though fancier than 
our modern safety pin. Such an elab- 
orate safety pin was known in ancient 
times as a fibula. The one which we 
found at the top of the slope dated from 
the Iron I and II Periods (1200-600 B.C.), 
which would include the general period 
of Elisha’s life (850 B.C.). 


A Four-Thousand-Year-Old Child 


A’ THE top of the slope, in subarea 
D-7,! the first level gave probable 
characteristics of Iron I (1200-900 B.C.) ,2 
and a little of Iron II (900-600 B.C.). 
Level 2 had unmistakable Late Bronze 
Age pottery fragments (1600-1200 B.C.), 
and levels 3 and‘4 fitted into the Middle 
Bronze Age pattern (2000-1600 B.C.). 

In the fourth level, we uncovered what 
appeared to be part of a somewhat flat 





Archaeological Excavation 
and Palestinian Welfare 
HEN Palestine was divided 
between Jews and Arabs, 

hundreds of thousands of persons 
were displaced and are now refu- 
gees, unable to return to their 
homes. Thousands who had com- 
fortable houses are now living in 
tattered tents. 

As a result, the people of Pales- 
tine are greatly in need of work, 
which means that the money spent 
in archaeological excavation does 
double duty: it enables Dr. Free 
and the Wheaton Expedition to 
carry on Christian archaeological 
work, and at the same time pro- 
vides work for people who have 
insufficient food. 

Contributions for this project 
may be made out to Wheaton 
Archaeology Fund and sent to Dr. 
Joseph P. Free, Wheaton Archae- 
ological Expedition, Wheaton Col- 
lege, Wheaton, III, ; 

Dr. Free will send one of the 
four-thousand-year-old potsherds 
from the Early Bronze Age at Do- 
than as a token of appreciation 
to each contributor. 











October 31, 1953 


bone. In process of uncovering it, we 
could see that it was very fragile and 
that it tended to curl up in the sun. We 
put up a mat to protect it from the sun 
and continued carefully te, uncover the 
bone with small penknives and camel 
hair brushes. It soon became evident that 
this was part of an ancient skull. Each 
time a little more was uncovered, we 
applied shellac in order to harden the 
fragile bone. Gradually the whole skull 
was uncovered. 

But was there anything more than the 
skull? In last year’s excavations at an- 
cient Jericho, in the early levels preced- 
ing 3000 B.C., a skull was found in the 
corner of the room of a temple—and 
that was all there was, a skull and “no 
more. So we continued carefully to re- 
move the earth from the area at the base 
of the skull, and, after some time, small 
arm bones and ribs began to appear. 
And after several hours of additional 
work, very small finger bones appeared, 
about half an inch longer and more 
slender in diameter than matchsticks, 

For two days Mr. Kelsey and Mrs. 
Free worked slowly and laboriously un- 
covering the little skeleton, and finally, 
after frequent applications of shellac 
at each stage, it was completely ex- 
posed. Without the shellac’ we would 
have ended up with a pile of dust and 
a few fragments of bone. But we suc- 
ceeded in preserving the complete skele- 
ton, teeth and all. It was twenty-five 
inches long, which is the height of the 
average child between one and two 
years. If this child were smaller than 
average, it might have been slightly 
older. 

By the mouth of the child was a little 
cuplike jar, about two inches high; at 
the hand lay a small juglet, probably 
for drink: and at the feet was a larger 
jug, for food. Near the shoulder we 
found a fourth jug. The ancient Canaan- 
ites, who buried this little child nearly 
four thousand years ago, sought to make 
provision for its nourishment in the next 
world. Such discoveries give abundant 
testimony to a belief in a future life, 
even among the pagan people of the 
time of Abraham and the Patriarchs. 

(Continued on page 941) 


1D-1 was at the top of the slope, D-2 in 
the middle of the slope, and D-3 at the base. 
After excavating in this seventy-eight-foot 
long strip, we moved over and began an- 
other seventy-eight-foot strip, sixteen feet 
wide; the subarea at the top of the slope 
was labeled D-4, the one in the middle D-5 
and at the base, D-6. A little later we opened 
up a third strip, and the subarea at the top 
of the slope was labeled D-7 (see the article 
in The Sunday School Times for June 6, 1953, 
“Excavating Ancient Dothan,” under the sec- 
tion, “Beginning to Excavate,”’ p. 491). 

2Some archaeologists assign the years 1200- 
1000 B.C. to the Iron I Period (also called 
“Early Iron’). At Megiddo the materials 
appeared to justify such a dating. See “Me- 
giddo II: Seasons of 1935-39: Text,” by Gor- 
don Loud, University of Chicago Press, Chi- 
cago, 1948, p. 5. 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 7. NOVEMBER 15. GOOD STEWARDS OF GOD'S GIFTS 


Lev. 25:18-22; Deut. 8:11-18; Psa. 24:1; Mal. 3:7-10; Matt. 25:14-30; Luke 12:13-34; 21:1-4; 1 Cor. 16:2; 
printed text, Psa. 24:1; Lev. 25:18-22; Mal. 3:7-10; 1 Cor. 16:2 (In this order.) 


Golden Text.—The earth is the Lord's, and the fulness thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein.— Psa. 24:1 


THE KING JAMES VERSION 

Psa. 24:1 The earth is the Lorn’s, and the fulness thereof; 
the world, and they that dwell therein. 

Lev. 25:18 Wherefore ye shall do my statutes, and keep 
my judgments, and do them; and ye shall dwell in the land 
in safety. 

19 And the land shall yield her fruit, and ye shall eat your 
fill, and dwell therein in safety. 

20 And if ye shall say, What shall we eat the seventh year? 
behold, we shall not sow, nor gather in our increase: 

21 Then I will command my blessing upon you in the sixth 
year, and it shall bring forth fruit for three years. 

22 And ye shall sow the eighth year, and eat yet of old 
fruit until the ninth year; until her fruits come in ye shall 


away from mine ordinances, and have not kept them. Re- 
turn unto me, and I will return unto you, saith the Lorp of 
hosts. But ye said, Wherein shall we return? 

8 Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But 
ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings. 

9 Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even 
this whole nation. 

10 Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may 
be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith 
the Lorp of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of 
heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be 
room enough to receive it. 


1 Cor. 16:2 Upon the first day of the week let every one 
of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that 
there be no gatherings when I come. 


eat of the old store. 


Mal, 3:7 Even from the days of your fathers ye are gone 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
HE stewardship of the believer was 
one of John Wesley’s strong em- 
phases. His teaching on this sub- 
ject was comprehended in three injunc- 
tions: Make all you can; Save all you 
can: Give all you can. The first of these 
was a call to industry, the second was 
a call to frugality, and the third enjoined 
liberality. 

Now the Wesleyan-revival was largely 
a movement among the poorer classes, 
who, in eighteenth-century England, 
were notoriously shiftless. This teach- 
ing of stewardship made big demands 
on new converts from these groups, for 
all three items were completely foreign 
to them. But a. living Saviour’s power 
was equal to the demand, and the early 
Methodists soon became known for these 
three graces. 

All went well until the industry and 
the frugality began to reap their eco- 
nomic reward. The Methodists actually 
created a new class in England—a well- 
to-do middle class. Then the deceitful- 
ness of riches began to creep into the 
souls of those whose very loyalty to 
Christian principles had gotten them 
their wealth. Their liberality no longer 
kept pace with their industry; and their 
frugality yielded to more. extravagant 
tastes. Before his death Wesley was 
pleading with his rich followers, and 
warning them of their peril, and at the 
same time crying out in his grief and 
disappointment to God. 

Industry and frugality are a part of 
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stewardship only when their end is liber- 
ality. As soon as the liberality ceases, 
the others are no longer virtues, but only 
selfish expedients to increase one’s 
wealth. But true stewardship requires 
all three—industry (see Matt. 25: 14-30), 
frugality (Luke 16:1), and liberality 
(Matt. 24: 45-47). 


Verse by Verse 

Psa. 24:1.—“The earth is the Lord’s 

. and they that dwell therein.” The 

possessions of Jehovah include (1) the 
earth as a material object and all the 
objects included in it; (2) the world as 
inhabited by men, and all the men who 
inhabit it. 

Lev. 25:18.—“Do my statutes, and keep 
my judgments, and ... dwell... in 
safety.” The principle for national secur- 
ity remains the same today, although no 
nation as such sustains the special re- 
lation with God which Israel enjoyed. 

Verse 19.—‘And the land shall yield 
her fruit, and ye shall eat your fill.” 
Here is a partial reversal of the curse 
pronounced against Cain (Gen. 4:12), 
and those who obey God find that even 
nature works for them, by God’s com- 
mand. By way of contrast see Judges 
5: 20, 

Verse 20.—‘What shall we eat the sev- 
enth year?” The question refers to the 
command to allow the land to lie fallow 
each seventh year—the land’s sabbatical 
year (vs. 3-7). 

Verse 21.—“‘Then I will command my 
blessing upon you in the sixth year... 
for three years.” Obedience to the com- 
mand respecting the sabbatical years 
called for faith, and God here encourages 
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faith with a promise of triple return the 
sixth year. 

Verse 22.—“‘And ye shall sow the 
eighth year, and eat .. . until her fruits 
come in.” The plenty of the sixth year 
would hold out until the late sowing of 
the eighth year was harvested in the 
ninth. We have not yet improved on 
the divine ordinance of a sabbatical year 
for the land. 

Mal. 3:7.—“Even from the days of your 
fathers ye are gone away .. . Return 
unto me, and I will return unto you.” 
Apostasy was not the sin of one genera- 
tion. but of succeeding’ generations. Still 
God's mercy waited, calling His people 
to repentance, with assurance of renewed 
favor. 

Verse 8.—“Will a man rob God? ... 
In tithes and offerings.” Withholding 
what properly belongs to God is as 
much robbery as forcibly seizing what 
belongs to another. The tithe (tenth) 
was by no means the end of the He- 
brew's obligation in giving to God. The 
other offerings raised the total ,consider- 
ably. 

Verse 9.—“Ye are cursed with a curse: 
for ye have robbed me.” Failure to give 
God His due may seem to increase one’s 
possessions for a time; but the blight 
that begins in the heart that begrudges 
God’s portion quickly spreads to the 
whole life and to the very process of 
earning. 

Verse 10.—“Prove me now... if I will 
not open you the windows of heaven, 
and pour you out a blessing.” Like the 
curse of verse 9, the blessing begins in 
the heart that cheerfully gives, and soon 
touches every department of the life. 
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1 Cor. 16:2.—‘Upon the first day of the 
week ...as God hath prospered him.” 
This verse has its local application, as 
the last phrase of the verse indicates, 
but the two phrases here quoted present 
the abiding principles of Christian giv- 
ing: it must be regular and proportion- 
ate. See Topics for Development. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

The four passages in the printed por- 
tion of our lesson present four great 
truths bearing on the subject of Chris- 
tian giving. 

In Psalm 24:1 we have a basic state- 
ment that needs to be learned thor- 
oughly. “The earth is the Lord's, and 
the fulness thereof; the world, and they 
that dwell therein.” That is all-inclu- 
sive. It means that both we ourselves, 
and all that we have in possession, are 
God’s property, and we have no more 
right to make ‘disposition of our goods 
apart from the will of God than any 
ancient Greek slave who had been pro- 
moted to the place of steward had a 
right to treat his master’s goods as his 
own. Like the Greek slave-steward, we 
are privileged to meet the needs of our 
household out of the goods we hold in 
trust, but in readiness to give account 
of what we turn to such use, 


While the section in Leviticus has spe- 
cially to do with the care of the land, 
itis part of the over-all picture of stew- 
ardship, and indicates God's right to dic- 
tate the terms of stewardship and direct 
its operation. As I write this (Aug. 15, 
1953), word is just coming through that 
the farmers of the United States have 
voted overwhelmingly for a continuance 
of close Government controls over the 
crops, so as to insure guaranteed high 
prices. Incidentally, if we accepted God’s 
“controls,” we should require fewer 
Government controls. But here we have 
the “stewards” of the land voting for 
Government control, while men in gen- 
eral, including too many Christians, do 
not acknowledge God’s right to order 
their stewardship. 

Malachi’s pathetic oracle to Israel con- 
trasts the curse which falls upon a re- 
fusal to deal honestly with God and 
the blessing that is promised to a proper 
recognition of His sovereign ownership. 
Robbing God in no wise diminishes Him, 
but it starts up a process of blight which 
spreads like a cancer; while honoring 
God with our substance does not add 
to His wealth, it makes for blessing and 
brings God’s guarantee of provision. 

The solitary verse from the New Tes- 
tament in our lesson does not rescind 
the principles laid down for us in the 
Old Testament passages. The Christian’s 
being “not under the law, but under 
grace” does not mean that he bears no 
responsibility or is under no obligation. 
More than ever the New Testament in- 
sists that “ye are not your own,” and 
that all we have we owe. And here 
we have some very practical directions 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


6. November 8.—Stronger Churches— 
Better Communities. Acts 2:41- 
47; 5:42; Philippians 1:27-30; 2: 


12-18; 1 Peter 2:4-10; Revelation 3:7-22 


Next Week’s Lesson 
8. November 22.—Christian Compas- 
sion for a Needy World. Leviti- 
cus 19:9, 10; Deuteronomy 10: 
18, 19; Ruth 2:1-18; Matthew 


9:35, 36; 25:34-40; Mark 1:32-34a; 8:1-9 








for the exercise of our stewardship. It 
is to be no hit-or-miss affair, but con- 
ducted in an orderly and conscientious 
fashion. Our giving is to be regular, 
not spasmodic—it should be none the 
less spontaneous and cheerful for that! 
It must also be proportionate, in keep- 
ing with the measure of prosperity which 
the Lord has granted us. Some have 
been guilty of giving in inverse propor- 
tion to their material increase. When 
riches increase, we dare not covet them 
for ourselves, but consider ourselves 
God's treasurers, to write out His checks. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. A basic fact—God’s ownership of all 
(Psa. 24:1) 

2. A consequent factor—God’s right of 
direction (Lev. 25: 18-22) 

3. A sure effect—God’s law of blight 
and plenty (Mal, 3:7-10) 

4. A simple procedure—God’s order for 
Christians (1 Cor. 16:2) 


Topics for Development 

Should Christians Tithe? We first 
read of tifhing in connection with Abra- 
ham's offering to Melchizedek, the priest 
of God most High, on his returns from 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HERE do we first read of tithing 
in the Bible? 

2. What patriarch promised God a 
tenth of all he should possess? 

3. How is God’s claim to the earth and 
its contents supported? 

4. What is the only sure basis of na- 
tional security? 

5. What provision ,did God make for 
the renewal of the strength of the soil? 

6. How did God promise to make up to 
Israel for the loss of the seventh year 
crop? 

7. What peculiar style is noticeable in 
the prophecies of Malachi? 

8. What curse is referred to in Mal- 
achi 3:9? 

9. What storehouse is referred to in 
Malachi 3:10? 

10. What principles of Christian | giv- 
ing are taught in Paul’s instructions to 
the Corinthians about the collection for 
the Jerusalem saints? 


(Answers on page 939) 





October 31, 1953 


his victory over the kings of the East 
(Gen, 14). Later we read of Jacob's 
promise to tithe as one item in his cove- 
nant with God made at Bethel (Gen. 
28:22). Tithing, then, was already an 
established exercise of devotion to God 
long before the Law of Moses was given. 
It cannot, therefore, be called legalistic. 
The point is that it was required under 
the Law (Lev. 27:30, 32). But we should 
remember that tithing did not end the 
demand of the Law with respect to giv- 
ing. There were burnt offerings and 
meal offerings and peace offerings and 
sin offerings and trespass offerings and 
thank offerings and vow offerings and 
redemption offerings and first fruit of- 
ferings, all required. Freewill offerings 
were additional to all these. If one were 
to order his giving after the demands of 
the Law, then he should have to go away 
beyond a tenth. 

In view of the abundance of grace 
bestowed on us, in view of God’s su- 
preme sacrifice at Calvary, in view of 
the higher stewardship revealed in the 
New Testament, can a Christian be con- 
tent with tithing? We should consider 
tithing, then, a bare minimum, a low 
starting point in our giving to Him “who 
giveth all.” 

Principles of Christian Giving. When 
Paul wrote 1 Corinthians 16:2, he had in 
mind a particular offering. The church 
in Corinth was participating with other 
churches in raising a fund for the as- 
sistance of the poor saints of Jerusalem. 
Paul was the moving spirit in this un- 
dertaking, and was directing the collec- 
tion. He did not wish any scurrying 
around to secure a last-minute offering 
when he would reach the various points, 
but directed that the whole thing be 
done in an ordered fashion beforehand. 
Another evil that he sought to avoid 
was competitive giving. All must be 
done on the high plane of a transaction 
between the individual and God. His 
instructions were to the effect that each 
man would calculate his week’s income, 
and determine before God what portion 
of that should be devoted to this offer- 
ing. I take the rest of the instruction 
to mean that each man was to bring 
that predetermined portion with him to 
the gathering of the saints on “the first 
day of the week” for deposit in the fund. 

What is there for us here of permanent 
value? Two permanent principles 
emerge. Giving is to be regular, not 
spasmodic; and it is to be proportionate, 
not haphazard. Some may caiculate their 
income monthly, some even annually. 
Then they will determine their giving 
on a monthly or annual basis. And what 
proportion of his income will a man give? 
A tenth? It says rather, “As God hath 
prospered him.” If a man earning a 
hundred dollars a month gives ten dol- 
lars, would it be proportionate giving 
for a man who earns a thousand dollars 
a month to give a hundred? By no 
means. What right has he to keep nine 
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hundred dollars against his brother’s 
ninety? As stewards we need a new 
sense of “proportion.” 


Personal Applications 

God owns the earth—that includes your 
little bit of real estate. His title has 
precedence over yours. 

God has been in business longer than 
you. Adopt His policies, and enjoy se- 
curity. 

The land needs rest, and so do those 
who work it. We ignore God’s rest pro- 
vision at our peril. 

When you diverted that portion of 
God’s “tithe” into your own account, 
you committed an act of robbery. 

Bring the best business principles to 
bear on your dealings with God. 


Golden Text 

Psa. 24:1.—“The earth is the Lord's, and 
the fulness thereof.” Whatever toil men 
may put into producing things, whether 
in agriculture or manufacture, the prod- 
uct is still the Lord’s, for the materials 
used are His, and even the workmen 
are His. Giving to God, then, is never 
doing Him a favor. We need to remem- 
ber 1 Chronicles 29:14. 

ELMHuRST, ILL, 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“The earth is the Lord’s .. .” (Psa. 
24:1).—The Lord designed and created 
the earth. He maintains it. It is His 
by every right. This fact may not be 
manifest to unbelievers at present, but 
it will be realized by all during the 
millennium, for the Lord shall visibly 
reign over the earth (Zech. 14:9). 

“The silver is mine, and the gold is 
mine, saith the Lord of hosts” (Hag. 
2:8). The “cattle upon a thousand hills” 
are His (Psa. 50:10). The entire full- 
ness of the earth is His. In the true 
sense of the word, we own nothing, no 
matter how much we seem to have. We 
are but stewards, and are responsible 
to thé Lord for the use or abuse of it. 

A beggar asked alms of a woman. She 
gave him a coin, saying, “This is more 
than God ewer gave me.” Surprised, 
the beggar exclaimed, “Oh, lady, you 
have an abundance, and God has given 
you all that you have!” Realizing her 
stewardship she answered, “I speak the 
truth; for God has not given, but lent 
unto me what I have that I may bestow 
it upon worthy causes.” 

A prosperous businessman was recall- 
ing childhood experiences in Sweden 
where he had grown up in poverty. His 
task was to tend the cattle. One day, 
as he wished to be away, he persuaded 
his sister to do his work, promising that 
in return she would be permitted to hold 
a small coin for the day. As money 
was scarce in the home, she consented, 
worked hard all day, and at night returned 
the coin, well content with her wages. 
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After this businessman had related the 
incident with much glee over his sister's 
simplicity, a Christian among his hearers 
remarked, “That is all you get; you hold 
your wealth to the end of the day of 
your life, then you give it up and have 
as little as before, and the whole of your 
life is gone.” 

A startled look spread over the man’s 
face, for he had not thought of it in that 
light. Stewards are we—not possessors 
in perpetuity. 

“According to the number of years 
after the jubile thou shalt buy...” (Lev. 
25: 15).—The opening verses of this chap- 
ter reveal the fact that every seventh 
year was a reminder to the Israelites 
that the land was actually the Lord’s— 
and they were responsible to own His 
lordship of it—and allow the land to 
rest an entire year. That year the Lord 
entertained all freely with that which 
grew apart from human cultivation. 

And every fiftieth year was to be a 
jubilee year, in which liberty was to be 
proclaimed to all captives, property was 
to be returned to those who had lost or 
sold it, and fugitives were to return to 
their families. 

The selling price of property was to be 
determined by the number of years to 
the jubilee. If many years were to 
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elapse, the price was high; if but a few 
years were to intervene, the price was 
low. 

Thus the Scriptures acknowledge a 
person’s right to own property and to 
sell it. Always bearing in mind, of 
course, that in the fina] analysis, he is 
only a steward of what he owns. 

I was amazed to learn the other day 
that, according to the United Nations, it 
is not a fundamental human right, in 
any sense, to own property—be it home, 
automobile, or business. 

Robert Byfield is one of the UN's 
closest observers. He represents the New 
York Stock Exchange in an unofficial 
capacity in the United States delegation, 
His is one of 127 non-governmental or- 
ganizations that have State Department- 
authorized status with the delegation. 
Auditor of hundreds of speeches and 
statements made by United Nations 
members, Byfield said: “I have looked 
in vain for any instance where any dele- 
gates, including our own, have stated 
that the right to own property is a hu- 
man right!” How socialistic or commu- 
nistic have we become? How far from 
the Scripture of Truth have we gotten? 

Every individual in all the tribes of 
Israel (save Levi) had birthright title to 
the land (Num, 36:7-9). All were to 


A PROVING GROUND OF SAINTHOOD 
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“PY VERY MAN ACCORDING AS HE PURPOSETH IN HIS HEART, SO 
LET HIM GIVE; NOT GRUOGINGLY, OR OF NECESSITY: FOR 
GOD LOVETH A CHEERFUL GIVER.” (200R.9:7) 
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hold their inheritances under the sov- 
ereignty of the Lord, of course. The 
Lord certainly acknowledged the right 
of Ananias to retain his property or 
sell it and use the money as he deemed 
best (Acts 5:4). 

“Wherein have we robbed thee? In 
tithes and offerings” (Mal. 3:8).—As long 
as Israe] withheld from God that which 
was His due, she was robbing God and 
shutting up the windows of Heaven, 
out of which abounding blessing comes. 

The statement that tithes are “legal” 
is’ only a half-truth. Long before the 
Law was given, faithful Abram gave 
tithes to Melchizedek (Gen. 14:20). And 
“scheming Jacob,” as he has been called, 
would not offer less than one tenth to 
the Lord who had blessed him (Gen. 
28: 22). 

If a Christian objects to the “tithe” 
because he wants to give more, all well 
and good. Zacchaeus gave “half” (Luke 
19:8). A certain poor widow gave “all” 
(Mark 12: 41-44), 

We couldn’t buy God’s “so great salva- 
tion” at any price. He saved us by grace 
through faith, without works; but being 
saved, we can honor Him with our sub- 
stance, and with the first fruits of all 
our increase (Prov. 3:9). 

Guy L. Morrill, in his book, “Steward- 
ship Stories,” tells of.a Sunday school 
class of boys, who for a number of weeks 
had studied the subject of stewardship. 
As they came to the end of their study, 
their teacher asked them to write out 
what they thought stewardship meant. 

One boy wrote this: “Stewardship 
means that life is a great ship, loaded 
with a rich cargo of many things to be 
delivered to many peoples in many 
places. God is the owner, but I am the 
captain of the ship.” How do you think 
of yourself? As owner or as captain of 
the things you have? Are you deliver- 
ing the goods? 

Use your money while you're living, 

Do not hoard it to be proud; 


You can never take it with you— 
There’s no pocket in the shroud. 


Wawona, CALIF. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SvuccEsTeD HyMNS 


“Jesus Calls Us, O’er the Tumult” 
“Hark! the Voice of Jesus Calling” 
“We Give Thee But Thine Own” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Great is 
thy name, O Lord, and greatly to be 
praised, for Thou art “our Maker, De- 
fender, Redeemer, and Friend,” and Thy 
goodness and mercy are ever about us. 
We thank Thee for this privilege of 
meeting with Christian friends to study 
Thy Word. Give us understanding in it 
and a heart receptive to its truth. Bless 
all the sending forth of the Gospel to- 
day to make many wise unto salvation 
and to establish Thy people in Christ. 
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Let revival come among us, and may 
our whole heart be set to do Thy will. 
Make us faithful stewards of ail with 
which Thou hast blessed us: time, talent, 
strength, and possessions. May our lives 
ever serve to advance the cause of our 
Lord. To our troubled world restore 
just peace. To all troubled hearts give 
the peace the world cannot give. To the 
sick and needy give grace and help, to 
all mourners the comfort of the Gospel, 
and to the oppressed and fearful grant 
support and release. Pardon our sins 
and keep us from falling, for our Sav- 
iour’s sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—The love of money 
destroys souls, but its right use honors 
God, blesses others, and enriches us. Our 
lesson includes God’s call to His people 
to bring all their tithes for His work and 





“The Earth is the Lord’s”’ 
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worship. As far back as Abraham the 
godly had given a tenth of all they re- 
ceived to God. Abraham, after a great 
victory, gave a tenth of the spoil to God’s 
priest. Jacob, at Bethel, promised God 
a tenth of all He should give him. The 
laws of Israel said, “All the tithe of the 
land ... is the Lord’s” (Lev. 27:30). In 
the tithe we recognize God as owning 
everything. “The earth is the Lord’s and 
the fulness thereof.” Our tenth is like 
rent. God owns all we call ours, and 
in the tithe we pay rent for the use of 
it. As soon as you begin to earn or to 
make money, put aside God’s tenth and 
make it a lifelong habit. Be strictly 
honest in using all the Lord’s money for 
Him, 

It’s not what you'd do with a million, 

If riches should e’er be your lot, 
But what you are doing at present 
With the dollar or two that you've got. 

God’s work would not suffer for lack of 
money if all His people tithed. The giving 
in twenty-one churches was studied over 
a period of time. Only about one in 
eight were tithers. For the period of 
the test, the average amount from the 
tithers totaled $30.24 each. The aver- 
age given by non-tithers in the same 
space of time was only $4.60, less than 
one-sixth of what the tithers gave. Join 
the tithers and use 8your tenth prayer- 
fully for the support of the Lord’s work. 
You will be a blessing, and you will find 
a blessing. 

Caucary, ALTA., CAN. 
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Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 





Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, this whole lesson is con- 

cerned with dealing fairly with God. 
We think we have a high sense of honor. 
We have a profound contempt for a 
common thief. We are so honest our- 
selves that we would not steal a postage 
stamp; and yet, we might be robbing 
God by wholesale. I know of a county 
clerk in a Southern city who was so 
scrupulous that he kept on his desk two 
inkstands and two pens. When he wrote 
an official letter he used the county’s pen 
and ink; when he wrote a persona] let- 
ter, he used his own private pen and ink, 
and of course he used his own stationery 
and stamps. Yet that man would drop 
a quarter in the collection plate in 
church when he could have put in a five 
dollar bill and still be far from giving 
a tenth of his income. 

One reason for such inconsistency is 
failure to recognize that everything we 
have belongs' to God. “The earth is the 
Lord’s, and the fulness thereof; the 
world, and they that dwell therein” (Psa. 
24:1). Of course it is all His; He made 
it—and the more fully we realize that 
fact the more apt we are to act upon it, 
knowing that we are God’s trusted stew- 
ards. “Every man also to whom God hath 
given riches and wealth, and hath given 
him power to eat thereof, and to take 
his portion, and to rejoice in his labour; 
this is the gift of God” (Eccles, 5:19). 
“But they that will be rich,” says Paul 
to Timothy (1 Tim. 6:9), “fall into temp- 
tation and a snare, and into many foolish 
and hurtful lusts, which drown men in 
destruction and perdition.” Malachi 3:8- 
10 says in effect that when one holds 
back what belongs to God he is a robber. 
And again Paul tells Timothy that “the 
love of money is the root of all evil: 
which while some coveted after, they have 
erred from the faith, and pierced them- 
selves through with many sorrows” (1 
Tim. 6:10). That is both an eloquent 
and tragic statement and it is the very 
Word of God. : 

There is a legend which goes this way: 
“The eagle that robbed the altar set 
fire to her nest from the burning coal 
that adhered to the stolen flesh.” I won- 
der if that could be true; but I do not 
have to wonder whether something like 
that occurs in human life, for I have 
Seen it, 

I was associated with a magnificent fel- 


\ low inChristian work, He was a fine phys- 


ical specimen of manhood, cultured, keen 
and alert intellectually, a university grad- 
uate (cum laude!) ,an eloquent speaker, of- 
ficer in the church, taught a men’s Bible 
class with an average attendance of more 
than 100—very popular, much admired. 
Everybody liked that splendid fellow. 
He was just pouring out his cornucopia 
of riches and talents in the service of 
the Lord. 

But something happened; don’t ask me 
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what it was. I only know that the Devil 
loves a shining mark like that. He 
owned quite a tract of land alongside 
the railroad just outside the city limits. 
A large factory was erected on the ad- 
joining tract and his property was bought 
at what seemed like a fabulous price. 
With this greatly increased wealth he 
purchased another large tract on the 
residential side of the city and plotted 
it into home building lots—an extensive 
real estate “development.” He built a 
lake in the midst of it, gave it an attrac- 
tive name, and the lots sold like “hot 
cakes,” giving him 400 per cent profit— 
in some cases 500 per cent. He rein- 
vested in elaborate improvements, grad- 
ing, paving, and ornamental trees and 
shrubbery. He erected a central office 
and administration building and em- 
ployed a small army of clerks. His own 
dwelling was a mansion, with surround- 
ings beautifully and expensively land- 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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scaped. He was riding on top of a real 
estate bonanza, doing what the specula- 
tion world would call “pyramiding” his 
investments. His borrowing at the bank 
was over $700,000, protected by a first 
mortgage on all his property and his life 
insurance policy, which the bank re- 
quired him to take out, amounting to 
one million dollars. 

Meantime he began getting a substitute 
teacher for his men’s Bible class, and 
soon gave it up altogether; he absented 
himself from the church services. “He 
had to,” he said; he worked so hard day 
and night through the week on his “de- 
velopment,” that he wasn’t fit for any- 
thing on Sunday but to rest in bed and 
read the papers, 

Then came the crash of 1933 when all 
banks in the nation were suspended. My 
friend went bankrupt. The bank closed 
down on his mortgage to collect their 
money, and took over his insurance 
policy, paying the premiums. His health 
collapsed; that splendid physique broke 
down under the strain. In his humilia- 
tion he shut himself up in his mansion, 
the only thing he had left, refusing to 
see his most intimate friends. For years 
a familiar figure in the business and so- 
cial life of the community, he dropped 
clear out of the picture. Only his phys- 
ician was admitted to the house. His 
wife stayed by his side and shared his 
self-imposed confinement for the five re- 
maining years of his life. Imagine the 
long, dreary hours and days and months 
and years! Then he died. The epitaph 
on his tomb might well be, “Born a Hu- 
man Being; Died a Real Estate Operator.” 
It is a true story and a tragic one, and 
helps us to see how true God’s Word is. 
“They that will be rich fall into tempta- 
tion and a snare, and into many foolish 
and hurtful lusts, which drown men in 
destruction and perdition,” and “the love 
of money is the [a] root of all evil: 
which while some coveted after, they 
have erred from the faith, and pierced 
themselves through with many sorrows.” 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


Gop’s GIFTS A TRUST 
NCE I was teaching the nursery 
class in a large Sunday school. It 
had a sand pile with toys in it for the 
little ones to play with. One day a little 
girl not yet three years old, gathered 
them all up in her arms and held them 
tightly, saying, “Mine, mine, mine!” The 
other children gazed reproachfully at her, 
for now they had nothing to play with. It 
took me some time to convince that self- 
ish little girl that God does not like such 
behavior. Besides the toys were not hers 
in the first place. They belonged to the 
Sunday school. 
That little girl was like many people 
in' the world today. They grab all they 
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can and hang on to it, saying, “Mine, 
mine, mine,” when all the time it is not 
theirs at all. It belongs to God, and He 
allows them to use it for a time only. 
We know this is true from our Golden 
Text. Who will say it for us? (“The 
earth is the Lord’s, and the fulness 
thereof; the world, and they that dwell 
therein.”) Nothing in this world has 
been given to us permanently. Certain 
things are entrusted to us by God for 
a season. We may use them in such a 
way that it will glorify Him and bring 
us eternal reward, or we may fail to do 
this and pass on into eternity empty- 
handed. “We brought nothing into this 
world, and it is certain we can carry 
nothing out” (1 Tim. 6:7), 

You remember that God told the Is- 
raelites to rest on the seventh day of 
each week. He also told them to let 
their land rest every seventh year (Lev. 
25:1-5). Next read from verses 18 to 
23. Here the Israelites were promised 
security in their land, plenty, and God's 
blessing, if they obeyed Him. In the 
sixth year God promised to make enough 
grdéw to last His people for three years 
so that they could let the land rest the 
seventh year without any hardship to 
themselves. Notice that in verse 23 the 
Lord again reminds them that the land 
is His. 

Next read Deuteronomy 8:18 Our 
God is all-powerful. He can give good 
or poor crops, or none at all if He sees 
best. Then He is the one who gives men 
the ability to get wealth. The earth is 
His to lend to mén as He chooses, 

Look next at Malachi 3:7-10. God chose 
to lend the land of Palestine to Israel, 
and to give them prosperity there, on 
condition that they brought one-tenth of 
their earnings back to Him. But they 
were so greedy of gain that they did 
not let the land rest the seventh year, 
nor did they bring to the Lord one-tenth 
of the produce, as He had commanded. 

Read verses 7, 8, and 9. Here God 
tells His people that they have wan- 
dered from -Him and that they have 
robbed Him. He urges them to return 
and _ to bring the tithes they owed Him 
into His storehouse. Read about the big 
blessing He promised them if they would 
de this. God knows how to bless. He 
is still able to pour out more blessing 
than we are able to receive. But the 
more we return Him of the things He 
has entrusted to us, the greater will be 
our capacity for blessing. 

Do you remember the story of the 
three servants who were given talents 
by their master? One was given five, 
one two, and the third one. They were 
to use them to good advantage and re- 
turn them to Him with interest when 
he came back. Two did this, but the 
other one did not. 

Each of us has been entrusted with 
more or less of this world’s goods. When 
we leave this world, our report must 
be turned in, stating how we have used 
what we had. If we used it for the ad- 
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vancement of Christ’s Kingdom, He will 
say to us as He did to the two good 
servants, “Well done.” If we have done 
nothing for eternity, then we will have 
lost the opportunity to serve our Lord 
here, and we will suffer eternal loss. 

First Corinthians 16:2 tells Christians 
when they are to bring their offerings 
to God. When is it? (“Upon the first 
day of the week.”) How much should 
a Christian bring? (“As God hath pros- 
pered him.”) Right. It does not say 
that a Christian must bring one tenth. 
However, God has prospered us more 
than He did the Israelites, for He has 
“blessed us with all spiritual blessings” 
even now. He has prepared us a home 
in Heaven, and He has already given us 
—by the blood of Jesus—entrance into 
His very presence. Surely then, we 
should not bring Him a smaller per cent 
than the Israelites did, 

A Christian man had some money. He 
gave several hundred dollars to the 
Lord’s work. By and by a depression 
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came and he lost the rest. Someone said 
to him, “I guess you wish now that you 
had the money you gave to the church.” 

“No, I don’t,” he said. “The money I 
gave to the church is all that I have left. 
The rest is gone forever.” He knew 
that the money given to the Lord was 
invested in Heaven and would bring in 
one hundred per cent interest. The rest 
was wasted. 

How much of the money entrusted to 
us have we invested for eternity? Money 
that has been squandered on the things 
of the world is gone forever, but every 
cent brought to the Lord lays up treas- 
ure in Heaven. 

Remember that all we have belongs to 
the Lord, and is only entrusted to us for 
a time. Are we using it wisely? How 
much did we invest today in Christ's 
Kingdom? How much did we spend on 
ourselves last week? How do the two 
figures compare? Let us ask God for wis- 
dom to use what He has lent us so that 
it will bring the greatest blessing to 
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others and the greatest joy to Himself. 
If we use our money in this way it will 
give us increasing joy in this life, and 
unending delight in the next world, 


when we see how God blessed and in-’ 


creased it. 
FERNDALE, WASH. 


we 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
The Best Use of God’s Gifts (Luke 21:1-4) 


CCQ’ ERVE the Lord with gladness” 

(Psa. 100:2, last week’s Memory 
Verse). Or use the entire Psalm for 
opening. In receiving the children’s of- 
fering, have at least two containers for 
different objects (by each might be 
placed an appropriate reference): for 
the regular Sunday schoo] offering, the 
usual receptacle (Mal. 3:10); for contri- 
butions toward a Thanksgiving basket, a 
small basket (Jas. 2:14-17), or if toward 
a Christmas project, a plate with the 
picture of a Christmas tree in it (1 Cor. 
16:2); for missionary offering, a globe 
bank (Rom. 10:14, 15); for migrant 
workers, now picking cotton, a little bag 
(Luke 12:33). Permit the children to 
march before the various receivers, un- 
derstanding what each is for, to place 
their offerings where desired. 

Would you like to have gone to church 
in the Lord Jesus’ time? They used to 
have services every day, morning and 
afternoon, in the great Temple. Shall 
we take a “peek” at offering time on the 
last day the Lord Jesus was there? At 
the close of the afternoon service He 
was sitting (Mark 12:41), perhaps on the 
steps, near the Temple offering boxes, 
shaped like horns or trumpets, the 
money being put in the little end. There 
were thirteen of them, each with a sign 
to tell what the money would be used 
for: buying the lamb to be sacrificed, 
the incense to be burned at prayer time, 
the wood, and so on.! People were go- 
ing by, dropping in their offerings—rich 
people—and in those days folks put in 
very big offerings. Then came a woman, 
a poor woman, you could tell by her 
clothes. Perhaps she had been working 
hard all day. So little pay she got! Only 
two cents in her pocketbook today. The 
Lord Jesus said the strangest thing about 
her! Let’s take our “peek” now and 
hear what He says. (Read Luke 21: 1-4.) 

What did you hear Him say? (Show 
two cents and also a ten-dollar bill.) 
Two cents more than a ten-doljor bill 
—more than all the ten-dollar bills all 
the rich men put in! I will put our 
Lord’s words into words for children: 
“I’m telling you the truth. This poor 
woman put in more than all of them. 
All the others put in for offerings part 
of the extra money they could sparé, 





1 Alfred Edersheim, “The Life and Times 
of Jesus the Messiah,” Vol. 2, p. 387. 
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but she put in all she had to live on, 
though she needed it herself.” How 
much of what she had did she give? All! 
The rich men gave only part of their 
money. Which is more—all of something 
or only a part? 

Could the Lord Jesus look down on 
our offerings today? Does He know just 
how much you put in? Does He know 
just how much is left in your pocket 
for candy and gum? Did He count that 
you gave a lot, even if it was only a 
penny? Maybe that lady did not have 
any supper that night. But she wanted 
to give something to God even more 
than to have supper. Did you ever want 
to give God something, more than hav- 
ing candy or gum? 

But it is your money to do with as you 
please? Yes, and no! The shepherd boy 
who got to be king said this—(Psa. 24:1) 
—and this: “All things come of thee, 
and of thine own have we given thee” 
(1 Chron. 9:14, Memory Verse. Use this 
verse at offering time on Sundays that 
follow.) 

As you go out today, you may want to 
take another look in your pocketbook, 
and give what you would give if the 
Lord were sitting right there watching 
you. 

Orono, MAINE. 

va 


For Primary Teachers 


By Helen E. Odenwelder 


VERYTHING belongs to God. The 

sea is His; all the fish are His; every 
magnificent diamond is ‘His; every moun- 
tain is His; every big and little animal 
is His; every beautiful flower belongs to 
God; every lovely tree is His; all the 
silver, all the gold is His. Everything 
belongs to God. He made it all (Jer. 
32:17). And He cares for everything He 
made (Matt. 6:26). 

There are some people today who for- 
get that God owns everything. They 
are not like the people who lived long, 
long ago. Those who lived long ago 
were so mindful of the fact that every- 
thing belonged to God, that they used 
to sing about it on the first day of the 
week in the Temple. They sang the 
Twenty-fourth Psalm, which begins, 
“The earth is the Lord’s, and the fulness 
thereof; the world, and they that dwell 
therein.” 

Yes, all of the earth and everything 
that is in it belong to the Lord (Psa. 
50:10-f2). But, because He loves us, 
God gives us all of these things to enjoy 
(1 Tim. 6:17). We enjoy seeing the 
animals and the fish and we also like 
to eat the meat that they provide. We 
like to see the flowers and the trees, and 
we are giad for the fruit that comes 
from the trees. Everything comes from 
God (1 Chron, 29:14). And He gives 
them and He gave the Lord Jesus (John 
3:16) to us because He loves us. 

Long ago God asked that His people, 
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in turn, show their love to Him. And 
this was how they should prove their 
love: they were to give Him one sheep 
out of every ten that was theirs; every 


‘field that grew or anything that they 


owned was to be divided into ten equal 
portions. The owner then gave one por- 
tion to God and kept nine portions for 
himself. This was known as tithing 
(Lev. 27:30, 32). By doing this gladly, 
a man proved that he loved God. When 
He gave more than a tithe to God, it 
was known as an offering. And this 
was very pleasing to God. 

Remember! It is not because God 
needs anything of ours that He asks us 
to give to Him. No, indeed. He asks 
for one penny out of every ten pennies 
that are ours, one dime out of every 
dollar, so that by our giving them we can 
Show the Heavenly Father our love for 
Him. Not to give to Him is to rob Him 
(Mal, 3:8). Imagine robbing God! 

Have you robbed God? Think hard, 
now. Did you ever receive ten cents? 
Yes, of course you did. Did you spend 
the whole ten cents on yourself or put 
the whole ten cents in your bank? You 
did? Then you have robbed God! 

Maybe you say, “Oh, but I brought 
money to Sunday school.” You did? 
Where did you get it? From Daddy? 
From Mother? Was it really your very 
own money? No, I'm afraid not. It was 
their money. And so you have robbed 
God. Perhaps you have not realized it 
before. But now you know it. You 
know, too, what to do when you have 
done semething wrong. What is that? 
Yes, we ask the Lord God to forgive us. 
How wonderful to know that when we 
ask Him, He does forgive us! (1 John 
1:9.) Of course. we must promise that 
we'll try, with His help, never to rob 
Him again. 

One day when the Lord Jesus lived, 
He was watching the people who came 
to God’s house to worship Him and to 
bring their gifts to Him. One man after 
another came in. Each of the men was 
rich. They dropped their money into 
the money holders. Undoubtedly many 
did it in such a way as to be seen by 
others. They wanted everyone to know 
that they were giving much to God and 
to His house. 

That‘same day the Lord Jesus saw a 
widow lady come in with her offering. 
Because her husband was dead, she 
didn’t have much money. In fact, all 
she had was two coins that were worth 
less than a penny. And can you guess 
what she did with them? She gave both 
of them to God! 

How pleased the Lord Jesus was when 
He saw that! He knew that she did it 
because she loved God more than any- 
thing else—even more than food or cloth- 
ing. She knew that God loved her so 
much that He would surely take care 
of her (Matt. 6:25-34). And do you 
know what the Lord Jesus said about 
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WANT TO KNOW 
“HOW-TO-DO-IT"? 


These three handy books in Zonder- 
van’s ‘‘How-to-do-it’’ series will help 
you to know— 
HOW TO CHOOSE ‘a 
YOUR VOCATION 
By Leslie Parrott 
“This most practical, readable, 
little volume should be placed in 
the hands of every young Chris- 
tian."’—Dr, Herbert Lockyer. 
HOW TO PLAN A ‘a 
PARTY FOR 
TEEN-AGERS 
By Leslie and 
Lora Lee Parrott 
Some chapter titles: 
What Teen-Agers Want at 
a Party 
How to Plan a Valentine 
arty 
Includes complete instructions for the entire party, in- 
cluding menus, games, devotional, decorations and 
entertainment. co 





HOW TO USHER = 
Some chapter titles: 

The Technique of Ushering 

Ushering for Special Occasions 

The Importance of Ushering, and many others 
Each book — 64 pages — 44" x 6". 

Handy pocket size. Each, 75 cents. 

Write your name and address in the margin; indicate 
your preferences in the boxes provided; clip this coupon 
and send to your nearest religious bookstore or Dept. SS 


Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids 2, Mich. 


By Leslie Parrott 
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Wehave the new pocket- 
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to fit. FOWLERS, 113 Main, Hamburg, New York. 
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Reaching School Children 
for Christ 


At present, we are reaching about 
250,000 children with our Scripture 
Memory Plan and many are being 
saved; but in the ten states in which 
we are working there are nearly five 
million school children who never 
attend Sunday school. 

Pray for these children and write for 


“What is the Children’s Bible Mission?” 


CHILDREN’S BIBLE MISSION 
Box 1137 Lakeland, Florida 














261 HANDCRAFTS 
AND FUN FOR 
LITTLE ONES s 


Simple Handcrafts 
for Pre-School and Pri- 
mary Ages 
by ELEANOR DOAN 
Complete instructions 
for handcrafts which 
can be made economi- 
cally from easily ob- 
tainable materials. 
For children 5 to 15. 
Size 7%" x 10%" — 
Paper, $1.50 


THINGS A GIRL 
CAN MAKE |] 


by 
CAROLYN HOWARD 
Paper, 50c 


THINGS A BOY 
CAN MAKE 


by VERNON HOWARD 
Paper, 50c 


RAINBOW PLAY 
BOOK 


by PAUL HUBARTT 

Puzzles of every des- 
cription, drawings to 
color, visual quizzes, 
hidden pictures, etc. 
For children 5 to .12. 
7%"' x 9%"". Paper, 50c 


Write your name and address in the 
margin; indicate your preference in 
the bexes provided; clip this coupon 
and send to your nearest religious 
book store or the 
ZONDERVAN PUBLISHING HOUSE 

Grand Rapids 2, Michigan 


Hound of fun for Boyt and Gils 
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that woman’s little gift? He said that 
she gave more than all the rich men 
gave. For, you see, He counts what a 
person has left after they have given to 
Him. 
LANCASTER, Pa, 
we 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
25 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


Her Daughter’s Dowry.—The earth is 
the Lord’s, and the fulness thereof; the 
world, and they that dwell therein 
(Psa. 24:1, Golden Text). A few days 
after the funeral of the daughter of a 
poor widowed laundress, she called on 
the clergyman who had attended her 
daughter in her illness and handed him 
twenty pounds, asking that it might be 
conveyed to some missionary society. He, 
knowing well her circumstances, remon- 
strated; but with great modesty she 
urged him to take it, and said: “When 
my child was born I thought, She’ll live 
to get married some day, and I will be- 
gin to put by a little sum to be a store 
for her then, and I began that day with 
sixpence. You know what happened 
last week. Well, I thought to myself, 
the Heavenly Bridegroom has come and 
He has called her Home, and I thought 
it is only right she should have the 
dowry.”—From the Christian. Sent by 
W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa, - 


Six Surprises.—Wherefore ye shall do 
my statutes, and keep my judgments, 
and do them; and ye shall dwell in the 
land in safety. And the land shall yield 
her fruit, and ye shall eat your fill 
(Lev. 25:18, 19). The Christian who be 
gins to tithe will have at least six sur- 
prises. He will be surprised (1) at the 
amount of money he has for the Lord’s 
work, (2) at the ease in meeting his own 
obligations with the nine-tenths, (3) at 
the deepening of his spiritual life in 
paying the tithe, (4) at the ease in going 
from one-tenth to larger giving, (5) at 
the prudent disposal afforded to a faith- 
ful and wise steward over the nine- 
tenths that remain, (6) at himself in not 
adopting the plan sooner.—From Chris- 
tian Digest. Sent by Mrs. Herman L. 
Robertson, High Point, N.C. Prize illus- 
tration. 


Why Aren’t We More Joyful?—And 
the land shall yield her fruit, and ye 
shall eat your fill, and dwell therein in 
safety (Lev. 25:19). A Christian dis- 
placed person worked for a year in the 
home of a minister. He said in all his 
life he never met such a_ thankful 
woman. One day he noticed she had 
been crying, and asked her if anything 
was wrong. “Anything wrong?” she re- 
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plied. “Oh, sir, everything is so right 
in this good America, I have been prais- 
ing God for allowing me to come here. 
I'm so grateful to Him. I love this land, 
and it puzzles me your people aren't 
more happy and joyful, and praising 
God. As for me, my big desire is to serve 
the Lord, and America.”—From a radio 
sermon. Sent by Mrs. J. Shields, To- 
ronto, Can. 


Where Curtailment Usually Begins.— 
Will a man rob God? Yet ye have rob- 
bed me. But ye say, Wherein have we 
robbed thee? In tithes and offerings 
(Mal. 3:8). A man said to me, “I am 
sorry that I shall not be able to sub- 
scribe to the budget of the church this 
year—depression, you know.” “Well,” I 
replied, “I am sorry, too, because it cer- 
tainly will mean a curtailment of much 
in your life.” “How so?” he questioned, 
“T do not understand you.” “Simply this,” 
I replied, “that means you will, of course, 
have to cut out your golf club, your fra- 
ternal connection, and probably drop 
many of your social activities.” “Oh, 
no, I cannot do that, they mean too much 
to me.” I have known that man for over 
eight years. During that time things 
have been quite easy for him, and for 
the most part he has been a man who 
considered himself quite a loyal son of 
the church. It is now dawning upon him 
that when he sang, “All to Jesus I sur- 
render, all to Him I freely give,” he was 
waving the magic wand of pretense over 
his soul. When it came to cutting down, 
Jesus, as of old, was called first to suffer. 
—From the Christian Herald. Sent by 
B. M. Dobbin, Richmond, Kans. 


Do You Like the Security?—Will a 
man rob God? (Mal. 3:8.) Dean Swift's 
congregation complained of the length 
of his sermon on charity. He promised 
to make his next one shorter. He an- 
nounced his text: “He that hath pity 
upon the poor lendeth unto the Lord.” 
He closed the Bible, and said, “If you like 
the security, down with the cash.” And 
that was the sermon.—From the Chris- 
tian Herald. Sent by Mrs. B. Dowen, 
Eastbourne, Sussex, Eng. 


Bring a Larger Jug.—I will... pour 
you out a blessing (Mal. 3:10). When 
Tom was a boy he was very poor. Near 
by was a shop where cold ham and beef 
were sold, and the shopkeeper used to 
give away to anyone who would bring a 
jug, the water in which the meat was 
boiled. One day Tom took a small jug 
and got it filled as the custom was. But 
Tom saw that another boy had a large 
jug filled, and he was rather jealous, so 
he said to the friendly shopkeeper, “Why 
don't you give to me as much as you give 
to him?” The answer was, “Why don't 
you bring as big a jug as he does?”— 
From Choice Gleanings Calendar. Sent 
by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


How God Spells “Give.”—As God hath 
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prospered him (1 Cor. 16:2). We should 

give: 

G ladly, for 
giver.” 

I ntelligently, for “Blessed is he that 
considereth the poor.” 

V oluntarily: “Not grudgingly, or of 
necessity.” 

E nough—for “he which soweth bounti- 
fully shall reap also bountifully.” 

—Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, 

Sussex, Eng. 


“God loveth a cheerful 


w 
This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 932) 


1. In Genesis 14:20, where Abraham 
gave a tenth of the spoils of victory to 
Melchizedek. 

2. Jacob, at Bethel (Gen. 28:22). 

3. By a statement of His relation to the 
earth as Creator (Psa. 24:1; see verse 2). 

4. Obedience to God’s commands (Lev. 
25:18). 

5. The sabbatical 
every seventh year. 

6. By giving them bumper crops in 
the sixth year, which would last until 
all the crops sown in the eighth year 
were harvested (Lev. 25:21, 22). 

7. His question and answer style, as 
in 3:8. 

8. Apparently a blight on all the prod- 
ucts of the soil (see 2:2, 3; 3:11). 

9. The storehouses of the Temple, 
where the tithes of corn, wine, and the 
like, were stored for. the use of the 
priests. 

10. That the giving should be regular 
and proportionate. 

ELMHUwRST, ILL. 


year, which was 
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Worldwide Bible Reading 


OR the tenth consecutive year the 

American Bible Society has prepared 
a list of Scripture selections for World- 
wide Bible Reading from Thanksgiving, 
November 26, through December. Book- 
marks have again been prepared listing 
the daily readings from several of the 
Bible books. December 13 has beer? des- 
ignated as Universal Bible Sunday. 

The Society is also issuing an attrac- 
tively printed folder, with a picture of 
the Bible and the title, “The Book of 
Hope,” on the cover, and a responsive 
reading from the One Hundred and: Nine- 
teenth Psalm on the back cover, with 
inside pages blank on which churches 
may print their calendar on Bible Sun- 
day. There is also a 12-page booklet 
printed in the same style and containing 
an article by Billy Graham on “His Un- 
changing Word in a Changing World,” 
as well as other material. A _ poster, 





22x17 inches, done in soft green on white, 
displays the same picture and slogan. 


The Bible bookmarks and the other 
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literature may be had free from the 
American Bible Society, 450 Park Ave., 
New York 22. 

ye 


A Call to Prayer 
at Thanksgiving Time 


<4 OD raised up our nation to hold 

aloft the torch of freedom. 
Through God’s favor she has ministered 
blessing to many nations. The cause of 
Christian missions particularly has been 
marvelously safeguarded by our Gov- 
ernment. Nations, torn and bruised, 
have been aided in distress. In saying 
all this, we do not minimize our coun- 
try’s faults and grievous sins. But we 
all realize that as the United States is 
favored of God in this hour of world 
trial, so will the world be blessed. She 
stands like a great dike against the rag- 
ing sea of Communistic iniquity. If 
America fails, woe to the world of men.” 


So reads the annual call to prayer at 
Thanksgiving time, which has just been 
issued again this year by the Great Com- 
mission Prayer League of Chicago. The 
call continues: 


The Call to Prayer for our nation at 
this hour is important. Unless God 
guides and blesses, vain will be the com- 
bined help of finite men. If we are to 
have a better OUTLOOK, 
certainly be a definite UPLOOK to God, 
the Author of all good. The Scriptural 


exhortation should be a sufficient urge © 


for all who love God. Hear, therefore, 
the holy exhortation: 


“I exhort therefore, that, first of all, 
supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 
giving of thanks, be made for all men; 
for kings, and for all that are in author- 
ity; that we may lead a quiet and peace- 
able life in all godliness and honesty. 
For this is good and acceptable in the 
sight of God our Saviour; who will have 
all men to be saved, and to come unto 
the knowledge of the truth ...I wi 
therefore that men pray every where, 
lifting up holy hands, without wrath and 
doubting” (1 Tim. 2:1-4, 8). 

Let every Christian believer pray for 
all in Executive, Judicial, Legislative, 
State, and civic positions. We urge all 
to use their God-given position of in- 
fluence to encourage union and agree- 
ment in prayer on the day of prayer, 
Sunday, November 22, 1953 (the Sunday 
before our National Thanksgiving Day). 
Pastors should make much of prayer in 
services of worship on this day of prayer; 
and heads of families and officers in 
church schools and other Christian or- 
ganizations should take time out for 
united supplication to God, the Author 
of all our blessings. Such intimation of 
trust in Him for favor is incumbent upon 
all. Only those who pray have reason 
to expect blessing from Almighty God. 

The League’s poster is printed in red 
and blue on a white background, 17x22 
inches, and displays one of the famous 
E. J. Pace cartoons from THe SuNpDAY 
ScHOoL Times, showing Uncle Sam trying 
to repair the breach in a broken stone 
wall as the “rising tide of evil’ comes 


there muste 
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VALENTINE DAY 
EASTER 
FOURTH OF JULY 
THANKSGIVING 


Take advantage of the recognized BRSPa*Y sta FF; 
holidays to send the gospel Benya" aay ty 
to unsaved friends. 


SEND 25c FOR A SELECTION OF 25 


When answering advertisements, please men- 
tion The Sunday School Times as reference. 








. i of the 
World Famous 


Tabernacle Series 





Tabernacle Hymns Number Five, crown- 
ing glory of the world-famous Tabernacle 
series, was compiled after years of effort. 
The publishers and their affiliated firms 
command unparalleled musical resources. 
Send today for FREE sample. See it, sing 
from it: KNOW its power and worth. 
Give church and denomination. 


More Standard Hymns 


Has 55 more musical numbers than its pre- 
decessor—30 are entirely new. Also adds 
more hymns for worshipservices butyields 
nothing in evangelical leadership and zeal. 

Fully orchestrated. Two binding colors 
—regular maroon and optional green. 
384 pages. 403 musical numbers. Price 
per 100, not prepaid, only $115. 


TABERNACLE 
PUBLISHING COMPANY 


352-P3North Waller Avenue, Chicago 44, Ill. 





Gentlemen: Our church needs new song books. 
Please send free sample of Tabernacle Hymns 
Number Five. 
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in. There are also small copies of the 
poster, 312x4%, on thin paper, for distri- 
bution. Both are distributed free to min- 
isters and other Christian workers. But 
for some months the League has been 
in financial straits,’so contributions for 
printing and postage should be sent. 
Requests for the poster and gifts should 
be sent to the Great Commission Prayer 
League, Inc., 808 La Salle St., Chicago 10. 


us 
as 


Charles Chiniquy 
(Continued from page 929) 


through faith and patience inherit the 
promises” (Heb. 6:12, A.S.V.). More than 
ever we should pray God to raise up 
Christian soldiers who will dare to face 
the attacks on the faith, whether covert 
or open, by ruthless ismatics—whether 
Romanists, Communists, or other cultists 
—and who, “considering the issue of 
their life,” will continue to fight the 
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A big 12 by 18 inch cartoon calendar with 
a different cartoon each month. 

Single copy 35c; 3 copies $1.00; 12 copies 
$3.50; 25 copies $7.00; 50 copies, $12.50. 
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good fight, finish the course, keep the 
faith, constantly praying that prayer of 
the warrior, Bishop Heber: “O God, to 
us may grace be given to follow in their 
train.” 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, November 15 


2. The Task of the Church Around the 
World (Acts 16:25-34; 17:1-4) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


HARLES G. TRUMBULL used to 
employ a very vivid illustration to 
show what is the Gospel. He would 
describe the body of a drunkard lying 
dead in the gutter amid all the filth. 
Then he would tell how the body could 
be picked up, bathed and cleansed, 
dressed in a new suit of clothes, and 
given all sorts of excelent advice as to 
how to live a clean, sober life—but all 
to no effect because, although it looked 
different, it was still a dead body. Only 
if new life could be given such a body 
could it ever profit by the cleansing and 
eclothing and advice, and live decently 
and respectably 
Here is a striking example of what 
every man and woman and boy and girl 
who is not a believer in, and follower of, 
the Lord Jesus Christ needs around the 
world. And it is the one thing that the Gos- 
pel of Christ offers, for the Gospel is not 
good advice, or reformation—it is ‘good 
news. It does not tell men and women 
what they must do to redeem their lives, 
it tells them what Christ has done, and 
it offers to them new life through faith 
in the Son of God, who loved them and 
gave Himself for them. 


A correct understanding of this great 
truth will help us to see clearly what is 
the task of the church of Christ today. 
It is set forth plainly in Matthew 28:19, 
20. Believers are to go to all nations 
as “witnesses” of the Lord Jesus Christ 
(Luke 24:47, 48; Acts 1:8): preaching 
“the gospel to every creature” (Mark 
16:15); making disciples of all nations 
(Matt. 28:19); and teaching them to ob- 
serve all things whatsoever He hath 
commanded (Matt. 28:20). The church’s 
task is not to better living conditions, or 
to raise health standards, or to improve 
international relationships or to provide 
high schools and colleges for the under- 
privileged, commendable though such en- 
terprises may be. Her task is to preach 
the Gospel to the unsaved and to teach 
and build up believers in the Word of 
God, and if she is not doing that, she 
is missing her Great Commission, no 
matter how many other fine enterprises 
she may be carrying on. 
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Now this does not in any _ sense 
mean that the church will not sup- 
port institutions of healing, or conduct 
schools, or set up industrial missions. 
But it does mean that, if she is 
true to her commission, these things 
will be subordinate or secondary to the 
one great task of preaching the Gospel 
and teaching believers how to live con- 
sistent, victorious Christian lives. 

It means that all of these other works 
will be by-products, as it were, of the 
saving grace of the Lord Jesus Christ in 
the hearts of men and women. 

It means that no patient will receive 
treatment for a physical ailment without 
being pointed to the Son of God who is 
able to save and heal, not only the phys- 
ical body, but the mind and the spirit 
as well. ! 

It means that no boy or girl, or young 
man or woman, will be taught how to 
read or write without being taught to 
read and accept the Bible as God’s mes- 
sage of salvation and instruction in 
Christian living. 

It means that men and women will be 
instructed *in industrial schools not 
merely that they may make a better 
living than was possible under their 
heathen economy, but that they may 
turn from idols to serve the living and 
true God, and be able to support them- 
selves and their families honestly and 
as God-fearing believers should. 

However, it is quite possible for us 
to consider in a detached sort of way 
the “Task of the Church Around the 
World” without facing up to our own in- 
dividual responsibility. After all, we— 
each of us—are the “body of Christ and 
members in particular” (1 Cor. 12:27). 
What are you and I going to do about 
this task of preaching the Gospel to 
every creature? 

What valid excuse can we give be- 
fore God for not going into full-time 
Christian service? 

What use are we making of the oppor- 
tunities that come our way every day 
for telling someone else about the Lord 
Jesus Christ? 

How much do we give of our income, 
however small, to make it possible for 
someone else to go with the Good News? 

How much time do we spend in pray- 
ing for missionary needs, and in asking 
the Lord of the harvest to thrust forth 
laborers into His vineyard? (Luke 10:2 
or Matt. 9:38.) 

The “Task of the Church” is your task 
and mine. Christ says to each of us, 
“If ye know these things, happy are 
ye if ye do them” (John 13:17). 

PHILADELPHIA. 

w 

What is sin? Isn’t it me-ism? ... 
In its ultimate analysis, sin is the asser- 
tion of self: “I want that; I’ll do this; Pll 
have my way; I think God is hard to 
block me.”—F. B. Meyer. 
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ferment in French Catholicism 
(Continued from second page) 


find in them all that one who wishes to 
become a Christian heeds to know and 
to practice. Let us abandon the tradi- 
tions of men. Let us listen only to the 
Lord Jesus. He alone has the words of 
eternal life.” 

When Father Padrosa first visited the 
Spanish evangelical pastor he asked, 
“Among the members of your assem- 
blies are there none tormented with 
doubts?” 

“We Christians,” came the _ reply, 
“know in whom we have believed and 
are sure, as the great apostle said.” 

“Yes, I had that presentiment,” re- 
turned Padrosa. “That’s the difference 
between supporting oneself on human 
teachings and on the infallible Word of 
God.” 

Then he told how “happiness and peace 
had inundated his soul from the day he 
decided to follow the teachings of the 
Gospel.” 

b 4 


Increased Postage Rates 
for Foreign Countries 


ECAUSE of an increase in postage 

rates to foreign countries, effective 
November 1, an additional amount must 
now be added to THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Times subscription rates for foreign 
lands. 

To addresses in the United States and 
in U. S. Possessions, the flat subscription 
rates given on page 943 apply. 

To Canadian addresses, add 25 cents 
per subscription per year for postage. 

However, to all foreign addresses (ex- 
cept Canada and U. S. Possessions), $1 
must now be added to each subscription 
rate per year to cover the increased 
postage cost. 


ye 
Ye 


Christmas Services 
for Your Sunday School 


WO Christmas Services for the Sun- 

day school, by Mary Brainerd Smith, 
have been reprinted and will be avail- 
able for use by busy superintendents 
and teachers in their Sunday schools 
this year. They are, “Make His Praise 
Glorious” and “The Light That Dawned 
at Christmas.” Both are-in the con- 
venient folder form, with appropriate 
responsive Scripture readings, and with 
hymns and recitations for the various 
departmental groups, as well as hymns 
for the entire school. The hymns are 
set to familiar hymn tunes, and thus no 
long drilling of the school in special 
Christmas music is needed. 

An ample supply of both of these serv- 
ices is available, so that you merely have 
to indicate your preference. The cost 
is a modest one. You may have either 
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service at 35 cents a dozen, or $2.50 a 
hundred. Please address The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 N. Thirteenth 
Street, Philadelphia 5, indicating the 
service you prefer. 


is 
A 4000-Year-Old Skeleton 


(Continued from page 930) 


Child Sacrifice 

HE Old Testament implies that the 

degraded Canaanite people, on occa- 
sion, sacrificed their children. In con- 
nection with the rebuilding of Jericho, 
a little after 900 B.C., we read that Hiel 
“laid the foundation thereof with the 
loss of Abiram his first-born, and set up 
the gates thereof with the loss of his 
youngest son Segub” (1 Kings 16:34, 
A.S.V.). Biblical scholars have pointed 
out that this may have involved the 
sacrifice of Hiel’s children in laying the 
foundations for rebuilding Jericho. We 
also have an Old Testament reference 
to causing one’s “son to pass through 
the fire” (2 Kings 16:3), which may be 
another allusion to child sacrifice, some- 
times practiced by backslidden Israelites 
in imitation of their Canaanite neigh- 
bors. 

In the late nineteenth and early twen- 
tieth centuries, several archaeological 
discoveries pointed toward evidence of 
child sacrifice. When R. A. S. Macalister 
excavated at Gezer in the first decade 
of this century, he found that the whole 
area of the high place was a cemetery 
for newborn infants who likely had been 
sacrificed to the deity of the high place. 
Two of them displayed marks of fire, 
and most had been encased in large 
jars.3 At Gezer many skeletons of chil- 
dren were found under the corners of 
houses,4 and similar sacrifices were 
found at Taanach® and at Megiddo® in 
northern Palestine, only a few miles from 
Dothan. 

In more recent years, some Biblical 
writers have doubted that such infant 
burials at the site of a building were 
sacrifices, and have suggested that some 


'G. A. Barton, “Archaeology and the Bible,” 
Philadelphia: American Sunday-School Union, 
7th ed., 1937, pp. 215, 216. 

‘Ibid., p. 169. 

*Sellin, “Tell Taanek,” p. 61, cited in Bar- 
ton, p. 169, 

6Schumacher, “Tell el-Mutesellim,” pp. 45, 
54, cited in Barton, p. 169. 
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In such a time as this 


Bible Basis of Missions 
By R. H. Glover, M.D., F.R.G.S. Ten wonder- 
ful chapters to revitalize our missionary effort in 
these trying days. 

208 pages cloth Price $2.50 
Sowers Gospel of John 
By Irving G. Hoff. The introduction, the under- 
scoring and the concluding pages are different. 
Christ is identified in ten SFesent ways in the 
very first chapter. $42 per 1000 7 cents each 


The Book of Daniel 
by W. C. Stevens. World events urge a restudy 
of this book of prophecy. It enlightens us about 
the “TIMES of the GENTILES.” It reassures 
concerning the future. Highly recommended by 
Dr. James M. Gray. 
224 pages cloth 
Write for New Catalog 
This is our fiftieth year of ministering with the 
printed Gospel. Bible and book sales with the 
prayerful co-operation of our friends make pos- 
sible our free literature service to many fields, 
especially to Latin America. 


THE BIBLE HOUSE OF LOS ANGELES 
$27 $. Westmoreland Avenue Les Angeles 6, California 
Irving G. Hoff, Executive Secretary 





Price $2.00 




















Christmas Program 
Handbook 
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{*prista GRACE RAMQUIST 

gra Graded for all depart- 
§ Prod ; ments in your Sunday 
: ook School. Includes Christ- 

” dh mas pageants and plays, 
as well as delightful 
Christmas pieces. 32 
pages; 6" x 9 Paper, 
Only 35¢ 





Skits and Readings for Church and 
School 
by GRACE RAMQUIST 
Paper, 75¢ 

Write your name and address in the 
margin; indicate your preferences in the 
boxes provided; clip and send to your 
religious book store or 

ZONDERVAN PUBLISHING HOUSE 

Grand Rapids 2, Michigan ss 
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Books and Pamphlets Published by the Times 


Perhaps you can find here just the thing for an inexpensive 


Christmas remembrance for some friend 


PAMPHLETS 


BOOKS 


The Law of Liberty in the Spiritual 
Life. By Evan H. Hopkins. 


A reprint of a book regarded by many as 
a classic of holy living and the deeper spir- 
itual life. Long out of print, but now re- 
published for this generation. 

The Rev. Dr. W. H. Griffith Thomas said 
of it, “By far the best book available on the 
subject of holiness.” 

The late Mr. Fred Mitchell, chairman of 


the English Keswick Convention, states in 
the preface that “it has been rightly re- 
garded as the textbook of the Keswick Con- 
vention.” 

One hundred twenty-eight pages, 
in blue cloth, $1.50 each. 


bound 


Victorious Life Hymns. 

Edited by Charles M. Alexander and the 
Council of the Victorious Life Testimony, 
brings together 275 selected hymns. Cloth 
bound, $1 each. 


Charles Gallaudet Trumbull. By Philip 
E. Howard, LL.D. 

A short, intimate biography of the former 
Editor, who wrote “The Life That Wins.” 
Cloth bound, 72 pages, 50 cents. 


BOOKLETS 


A Chemist and His Bible. By Charles 
M. A. Stine, Ph.D., Sce.D., LL.D. 

A masterful booklet on the truth and 
wonders of the Bible by a former Director 
of Research for a large industrial corpora- 
tion. Paper bound, 48 pages, 30 cents each, 


A Little Kit of Teacher’s Tools. By 
Philip E. Howard, LL.D. 

An excellent aid to the Sunday school 
teacher. Some Sunday schools have pro- 
vided copies for every teacher. Paper bound, 
72 pages, 40 cents each; $15 for fifty. 


Is the Higher Criticism Scholarly? By 
Robert Dick Wilson, Ph.D., D.D. 

The central theme of this booklet is that 
every part of the Bible is God's Word. 
Paper bound, 64 pages, 25 cents each. 


Christ, the Apostles, and Wine. By 
Ernest Gordon. 

The writer of “A Survey of Religious Life 
and Thought” has prepared a forty-page 
treatise on the subject of wine in the New 
Testament. An invaluable help to students, 
pastors, and temperance workers. Paper 
bound, 40 cents each; 3 copies for $1.* 


What Will Bring Revival? By Ernest 
M. Wadsworth, D.D. ; 

A Scriptural, soul-searching review of 
this burning question. Profitable reading 
for both preacher and layman. Paper bound, 
56 pages, 25 cents each. 


* Published by the author. Distributed 


by the Times. 





The Church of Christ and the Church 
of Rome. By Stephen E. Slocum, Ph.D. 

Plain, simple answers to some of Rome’s 
greatest deceptions. 44 pages, 10 cents each; 
50 cents for 6; 90 cents for 12;- $3.50 for 50; 
$6 for 100. 

The Life That Wins. By Charles Gal- 
laudet Trumbull. a 

Over 900,000 have been distributed in the 
English editions. It has been published in 
sixteen other languages, 5 cents each; 35 
cents a dozen; $2.50 per hundred. 

Biblical Parallels in Modern Law. By 
David K. Breed, LL.B. 

A sixteen-page pamphlet by a member 
of the St. Louis Bar on the influence of the 
Bible on modern law. 10 cents each; 50 cents 
for six; 90 eents a dozen; $3.50 for fifty; $6 
per hundred. 

The Sunday School—Key to Tomorrow. 
By J. Edgar Hoover. 

Three cents each; 25 cents a dozen; $1.50 
per hundred; $6 for five hundred; $10 per 
thousand. 

Will the Church Pass Through the 
Great Tribulation? By C. I. Scofield, D.D, 

A reprint of a booklet written in 1917 by 
Dr. C. I. Scofield, the editor of the Scofield 
Reference Bible. Paper bound, 40 pages, 10 
cents each; 50 cents for six; 90 cents a 
dozen; $3.50 for fifty; $6 per hundred. 


Perils of the Victorious Life. By 
Charles Gallaudet Trumbull, 

The perils and pitfalls of the Victorious 
Life are plainly set forth in this twenty- 
page pamphlet. 10 cents each; 90 cents a 
dozen; $3.50 for fifty; $6 per hundred. 


Christian Science and the Bible Com- 
pared. By May Humphrey Pease. 

Christians despairing to witness for Christ 
against Christian Science will find help in 
this able comparison of the false with the 
true, 10 cents each; 50 cents for 6; 90 cents 
for 12; $3.50 for 50; $6 for 100. 


Reviews of the Revised Standard Ver- 
sion of the Bible. By C. Douglas Young, 
Ph.D., and J. Oliver Buswell, Jr., D.D., 
LL.D., Ph.D. 


10 cents each; 50 cents for 6; 90 cents for 
12; $3.50 for 50; $6 for 100. 


Practical Christian Living. By Lieut. 
Gen. William K. Harrison, Jr. 

This is a 24-page pamphlet containing a 
reprint of General Harrison's articles that 
appeared in the Times under the following 
titles: 

1. The Experimental Reality of the 

Believer’s Salvation 
2. Faith As a Principle of the Christian Life 
3. Love in Its Scriptural Sense 

10 cents each; 50 cents for 6; 90 cents for 

12; $3.50 for 50; $6 for 100. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Lesson List. 

A handy, pocket-size list of the lessons 
in the International Uniform Series that 
gives the title of each lesson and the Golden 
Text in full. The Primary, Junior, Inter- 
mediate-Senior, and Young People-Adult 
topics are shown. Lists available for 1954. 
15 cents each; $1.50 a dozen; $12 per hun- 
dred. 


Index. 

The eight-page Tres Index is a welcome 
companion to the binder. Indexes are avail- 
able for the years 1940 to 1952, inclusive, 
and may be had for 15 cents each. 


subscriptions. 





Binders for The Sunday School Times 
are available for those who desire a handy, 
inexpensive method of keeping their issues 
of the Trmes in one place. Made of stiff 
binders’ board, covered with dark red buck- 
ram, these binders are an attractive addition 
to any Christian worker’s library. Will hold 
issues for one complete year. $1.25 each. 


Scripture Choruses. By Robert Hark- 
ness. 


One hundred and sixty-five Golden Texts 
set to music. Choruses are arranged in the 
order of their Scripture references. Excel- 
lent for children’s and young people’s work. 
Paper bound, 75 cents each. 


And, of course, you will want to give the Times itself to 
friends who are not now receiving it. 
will keep on reminding others of 
throughout the year. We are making a special offer this year 
of a gift book for two full-year subscriptions or five 18 week 
This excellent book, which contains a selec- 
tion of 201 Editorial Notes by Philip E. Howard, Jr., Editor 
of THE Sunpay ScHooL TIMEs, will be given without money 
cost for two new subscriptions at $3 each per year (Canada, 
$3.25; Foreign, $4) or five new 18 week subscriptions at $1 
each (Canada, $1.10; Foreign, $1.35). 
gift card will be sent in advance to those for whom your 
gifts are intended, (Book offer limited to U. S. A. residents.) 


Gift subscriptions 
your thoughtfulness 


A handsome, engraved 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
325 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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ancient people merely buried a child in 
the corner of one of the rooms of a 
house. 

In the case of our discovery at Dothan, 
however, the skeleton was directly be- 
neath fhe large stones of the corner of 
the wall of a sizeable structure. It fits 
the pattern of the “child sacrifice” type 
of burial, in which the child was sacri- 
ficed in connection with the erection of 
the wall of a building. If this is a case 
of child sacrifice, it is interesting that 
these Canaanites provided for its food 
and drink in the next life, as evidenced 
by the bowls and juglets found at the 
mouth, hand, and feet. 





Reason for Driving-Out the Canaanites 


RCHAEOLOGICAL discoveries have 

not only shown evidence that the 
Canaanites practiced child sacrifice, but 
they also practiced sex-worship and their 
temples were places of vice. This an- 
swers the question as to why the Israel- 
ites were instructed to drive out or de- 
stroy'the Canaanites when they came 
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into the Promised Land (Deut. 7:1-5). 
If the Canaanites had remained, with 
their degraded practices and their low 
morals, they would inevitably have cor- 
rupted the people of God.7 





The Mystery Stairway 
SHORT time after finding the in- 
fant skeleton, Mrs. Free uncovered a 

main section of the great city wall, and 
found, near the lower part, a large stair- 
way leading up to the lower section of 
the city wall. There was, however, no 
gate in the city wall at this point. Why 
was there a stairway leading up to the 
wall, but no gate through which to 
enter? We shall deal with this in our 
next article. 
WHEATON, ILL, 





7J. P. Free, “Archaeology and Bible His- 
tory,”” Wheaton; Van Kampen, 1950, p. 122. 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


November 9 to 15 
Mon.—Deuteronomy 8:11-18. 
The Source of All Gifts. 
PraYER SuccestTions: “Thou shalt re- 
member the Lord thy God: for it is he 
that giveth thee power to get wealth.” 
These are days when multitudes forget 
God. Of the Rock that begat them, they 
are unmindful. It takes trouble and 
sometimes bereavement to make a per- 
son look up to the Author of life and 
of all good. Aids to remembering God, 
like hearing and reading the Word of 
Life, if neglected, make a person forget 
God days without number. Do you, pri- 
vately and in the family, attend to read- 
ing the Scriptures and prayers? Pray 
for the millions in our own land who 
know not God and who do not obey the 
Gospel. 


Tues.—1 Chronicles 29:10-16. 
God, Owner of All. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “All things come 
of thee, and of thine own have we given 
thee.” David knew the hand that min- 
istered blessings to him. He looked be- 
yond “second causes” to {God who work- 
eth all in all. Has not God “dealt boun- 
tifully” with you? He hath not dealt 
with any of us after our sins, nor re- 
warded us according to our iniquities. 
Pray for the Bible Training Institute, 
Glasgow, Scotland. 


Wed.—Psalm 95:1-11. 
The Goodness of God. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “O come, let u& 
sing unto the Lord: let us make a joy- 
ful noise to the rock of our salvation.” 
Tokens of the Lord’s goodness to all are 
innumerable. “The Lord is good to all: 
and his tender mercies are over all his 
works” (145:9): but to believers His 
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Paper, 75c 
Planned Programs for 
Young People’s 


Groups 

Paper, $1.00 
Youth Aid Idea 
Handbook 





Paper, $1.00 
Planned Programs for 
Juniors 


b 
GEORGE F. SANTA 
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fi “Act-'Em-Out” Stories 
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by HARRY C. TROVER 

ue Paper. $1.00 
ty Write your name and ad- 
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Chicago Hebrew Mission 


adopts a new name 


mehican———— 
MESSIANIC FELLOWSHIP 


Write for a Free AMF Monthly 
Chicago 24, Ill. 








Each scene in 3 easy-to-handle sec- 
tions. Use together or separately; 
indoor or outdoor, for program, 
church or lawn decoration. Com- } 
plete instructions for hanging. May 
be reused. Size 19% ft. wide by 
7 ft. high. 2 Scenes, as below: 


THE NATIVITY—beautiful scene of the 
Christ Child birth. Each. $8.50 


STAR OVER BETHLEHEM — Outdoor 
scene with Shepherds and Wise Men. 
See Wlustration. Each......... $8.50 


. 7 a 
GREETING one —New de luxe as- 


sortment. ble Verse Folders 
with envelopes. Box......... «$1.00 
14 Large Folders freshly scented with 
pine, new, different. Box...... $1.25 


GIFT WRAPPING — Box of 16 Large 
Sheets. Different designs and wate 
1 





CHRISTMAS BANGLE—A Cel- 


ING SORIS. ..ccccccccccccccccs luloid Bell design, pin at. 
CHRISTMAS ANNUAL—1953 EDITION yy -yleeeatnatet ox 

oetry, legends, literature, beautiful seine, eunseu 
i < MUSICAL CHURCH — Ivory 
illustrations. Only............. $1.25 plastic, colorful art mi 
CHRISTMAS SOUVENIRS—Lith hed dows, plays ‘Come e 
i o Faithful”. Size 7 5¢x 4x 8% 


Button in red and green, “ h 
Sob tor Oe in. Special value. Each $3.50 
1954 CALENDAR—Daily Scrip- 
ture Texts. 12 reproductions 
of famous religious paint- 
ings.Each35c 100 for $22.50 


CHRISTMAS CAROLS—4 page 


World”’. Doz... .25c, 100 for. 


CHRISTMAS CANDY BOXES—Hold % 
lb. tape handles; 3 designs: Manger 
Scene, Shepherd Scene, Church De- 
sign. Doz.....30c, 100 for... .$2.00 


FOLDING CARDBOARD CRIB—Excellent leaflet, red and green. Suit- 
children’s gift, in colors, 6% inches. able for we singing. 
Each | $1.00 12 for 35c...100 for $2.00 


Add 15c¢ postage on orders under $3, and 5c for — additional $1 


WILLIAM H. DIETZ, INC. 


eeeeeeeee 











10 Seuth Wabash Avenue Dept.16G Chicago 3, Ill. 





LTTEFF Supplies tor a Blessed Ci Christmas 





CHRISTMAS COIN COLLECTORS—Red Stock- 
ing with Scripture Verse, holds $1.00 in 
Res RPI EE OC Yer 100 for $5.75 
BULLETINS AND LETTERHEADS—Christmas 
Design. 100 for $2.00. 1000 for $14.00 
CHRISTMAS OFFERING ENVELOPES—Attrac- 
tive—100 for 80c........ 1000 for $6.00 
THE FIRST CHRISTMAS—Story in Flannel- 
graph,8 pages, colored figures. Only $1.00 


RECITATION BOOKS —Program helps 


CANDLELIGHT CAROL SERVICES—Contains6 
New Christmas services for Narrator, Choir 
and Congregation—complete Worship Pro- 
grams. Simple but impressive. Only 60c 
SONG AND STORY PROGRAM with optional 
film strip. 20 pictures. Program Book 40c 
Film Strip $5.00 


CHRISTMAS TREASURY +64—New program 
40 


material for all ages.............+- ic 
SUGGESTION BOOK +#27—New material 
suitable for all ages.............-- 40c 


STANDARD CHRISTMAS PROGRAM BOOK 
##12—New playlets, recitations, pageants 
and songs. 35c 
THE WONDROUS STAR—Program for entire 
school 15¢ 
WATCHING THE STAR—Songs and recita- 
tions for Younger Departments...... 15¢ 
THE BLESSED GiFT—Primary service for 
small children. 15¢ 


ASK FOR BIG NEW CATALOG 





1953 


favors are greater: “Goodness and 
mercy” are promised “all the days of 
my life” and “the house of the Lord for 
ever”. (23:6). Pray for the International 
Hebrew Christian Alliance, London, Eng. 


Thurs.—Matthew 24:45-51. 
A Faithful Steward. 
Prayer SuccesTions: “A faithful and 
wise servant.” We have need to take 
heed unto ourselves lest there be in any 
of us “an evil heart of unbelief, in de- 
parting from the living God” (Heb. 3: 
12). Our Lord has the title “Faithful” 
(Rev. 19:11). “They that are with him 
are called, ... and faithful” (17:14). “Be 
thou faithful unto death” (2:10). Pray 
for Spurgeon’s Homes, Birchington, Kent, 
Eng. 


Fri.—Matthew 25:14-29. 
Using Our Talents. 
PRAYER Succestions: “After a _ long 
time the lord of those servants cometh, 
and reckoneth with thém.” God will 
hold everyone accountable for the way 
he lives, speaks, and does. This applies 
to saints and sinners. It is true that 
sins “under the blood” never will be 
mentioned; however, all believers will 
have to stand examination publicly.’ “If 
the righteous scarcely be saved, where 
shall the ungodly and the sinner ap- 
pear?” (1 Pet. 4:18.) The use of talents 
is a matter of eternal concern. Pray 
for the Caravan Mission to Children, 
London, Eng. 


Sat.—Luke 12:13-21. The Rich Fool. 


PRAYER SucGcGEsTIONS: “God said unto 
him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall 
be required of thee.” God, only wise, 
calls upon all of us to be wise unto sal- 
vation, and all who are such, when they 
depart this life, will look back upon the 
paltry treasures of earth as so much 
dross. Being rich in the true riches that 
can never fade away, they will find 
joys eternal. “The riches of earth may 
give us mirth for a few, swift-passing 
days. But the treasures on high, we 
shall have by and by, will be of infinite 
worth.” Pray for Navajo Gospel Mis- 
sion, Inc., Oraiba, Ariz. 


Sun.—2 Corinthians 8:1-9. 
A Gift for the Needy. 


Prayer Succestions: “See that ye 
abound in this grace.” Christian lib- 
erality, as exemplified by the 


churches of Macedonia, was pressed 
upon Christians in the church at 
Corinth by the beloved apostle of 
Christ. The collection the Mace- 
donians gave to the poor saints at 
Jerusalem was due to the grace of 
God. They made their offering dur- 
ing a time of deep financial trial. 
They were willing “beyond their 
power,” and they argued and pleaded 
with protesting recipients to re- 
ceive their sacrifices. Only the grace 
of God explains such, benevolence. 
Pray for more liberality among be- 
lievers. 
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